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May we begin by wishing you all a very happy New Year. Let’s hope that
2020 is a good year for us all.
Welcome everyone to the January edition of Castlecroft News. As always the
reports have been written by our children celebrating the many events that
took place during the second part of our Autumn term.
Sports Festival
By Isabelle Bhatti and Cameron MacKenzie
Year 5 arrived at school on Monday 11th November, changed into our PE kit and walked down
the hill to Smestow School for a Sports Festival. We went into their sports hall and got into our
House colours and were told what races we would be doing. Some of us were
practising for a relay while others were warming up. Then we all had a relay race, each of the
groups got called out and we did the relay race, Castlecroft was in the lead. After that it was
time for the obstacle course then activities were set up around the hall like Long Jump, Vortex,
Howling Throw and we also did Speed Jump and Long Distance Throwing.
At 11am we had a 2 minutes silence because it was Remembrance Day. We did another hour of
activities and then the Smestow Leaders announced the winners and prizes were given out for
different reasons.
All of Year 5 enjoyed the Sports Festival, it was very well organised and we had lots of fun as
well as getting lots of exercise.

Stone and Iron Age Day
By James Bolus and Ben Robinson
Year 3 had a Stone and Iron Age day on Tuesday 12th November.
We came into our classroom and sat in a circle while
Miss MacFarland did the register, then we went into the hall to
sit inside a big tent which had lots of Stone Age artefacts in it. A
lady called Catherine told us all about what happened in the
Stone Age and told us we were all archaeologists for the day.
When she had finished talking we were allowed to play with the
Stone Age things. We made flour by rubbing two flat rocks
together with wheat sprinkled in between, it was a lot of hard work for a
little bit of flour. We also pretended to make fire with a stick and a
plank of wood.
After lunch we made felt out of sheep’s fur and Dove soap, it was
difficult to make the felt and also annoying as it was very sticky. Then
we went back to the big tent in the hall where everything had been
changed into the Iron Age period. The difference between the Stone Age
and the Iron Age was that the weapons were made out of iron in the
Iron Age and the Stone Age things were made out of stone.
Catherine told us all about the Iron Age and we used a drill which was
made out of iron, wood and string, to make a hole in the piece of wood
we twisted the string which made the piece of iron rotate. We made
string bracelets out of different coloured string that we twisted and
longer pieces of string to make necklaces.
It was a fun day learning about the Stone and Iron Ages, we both liked the Iron Age best as it
was awesome with all the weapons.

Football Report
Castlecroft v Uplands
By Sahil Toora
Castlecroft football team went to Uplands School to play our 3rd game of the season. Their pitch was
so muddy making it very slippy to play. Uplands started the match off and ran straight up the pitch
and got a corner, they attempted a shot a goal but Sahil headed it away. The half time whistle blew
with Uplands leading 2-0.
Second half started off better for Castlecroft, we had a few attempts at goal but didn’t manage to
score. Uplands scored another 5 goals in this half, they were a better team and we certainly needed
to up our game.
Next time we will defend and pass more and work better as a team.

Children in Need Day
By Evah Green

We all came to school in our sporty clothes for Children in Need
Day on Friday 15th November.
First thing in the morning our School Council did an assembly
about Children in Need Day and told us what would be
happening throughout the day. We then all went back to class
and the Play Leaders went into each class and did a Joe Wicks
workout video with everyone and then we all did a mile around
the junior playground.
There was also a cakes sale where different cakes were sold which had been brought in by children.
To raise even more money we put our parents’ spare change on an outline of a Pudsey which was in
the Library.
After a very enjoyable day our school raised £223 for Children in Need.

Nursery Mural
By Lilly-Rae Cotterill
A man called Steve came into our Nursery to paint our wall outside. There was a lot of blue and
white on the wall for the sea and colourful fish, a big octopus and an enormous whale. It looks
really nice on the wall. It makes me very happy.

Christmas Fair
Our Christmas Fair was held on Friday 22nd November , the evening was a great success thanks
to all the hard work and organisation of our PTA and your continued enthusiasm and support. A
profit of over £2,000 was made which will be spent on much needed computer equipment in
school.

Year 5 Sportshall Athletics
By Leo McBride
After school on Monday 25th November a group of Year 5
children walked to Smestow in our school sports kit. When
we got there we were split into 2 groups along with Uplands
and Bhylls Acre Primary schools.
First we did a jumping competition, Sofia Mester jumped the
farthest out of Castlecroft. Then we had to run 2 laps of
hurdles and see who could jump all of them in 30 seconds.
We also had to throw a shuttle-cock the furthest, which was
quite difficult as it was so light and the end was rubber so it
could bounce backwards and the judges measured it from
where it landed.
After that we did speed bouncing, we had to jump sideways over a triangle for 30 seconds, it was
very tiring. At the end, medals were given out and Castlecroft group 2 finished in 3 rd place so we
were all awarded a medal.
I really enjoyed going to Smestow as it was fun doing sporty activities with my school friends.

Year 4’s visit to Cadbury’s World
By Erin, Isla Keane and Josh Myatt
At 9:00 am on Thursday 28th November we
all got on a coach and set off to the amazing
CADBURY’S WORLD! When we got there we
went straight to the gift shop, we had a
limit of £5.00 to spend. After buying
CHOCOLATE we went outside into another
building where we found out facts about the
Mayans. Then we had an hour talk about
the Mayans, Josh Myatt was dressed as the king of the Mayans in a role
play. Next we went into a hut/tent to eat our lunch. We then went on a
really cool ride. After that we had samples of yummy melted chocolate with
different toppings; chocolate buttons, Oreo bits, gummy bears and biscuit
bits, YUM! Then we saw one of the employees make chocolate the old
fashioned way, it was so satisfying and the end result was epic. Before we
left we played in the play area, then sadly we had to go back to school.
It was a really good we all loved it, one of our favourite trips so far.

Robin Hood Saves the Day!
By May Garbett and Lola Herritage
Year 6 were going to put on an end of term performance of ‘Robin Hood Saves the Day!’ Most of us
had been going to a drama club on a Tuesday after school run by Mrs Birbeck-Simpson.
We auditioned for the parts that we wanted and were given our roles about 3 weeks before the
performances. Once we knew who we were playing the real hard work began. We rehearsed over
and over again until we got it right.
Year 5 were turkeys in the production except for 3 who were cheerleaders. Year 4 were dancers and
Year 3 played the villagers. They were all in the choir singing all the songs for ‘Robin Hood Saves
the Day!’ and did dances during the performance.
We did a dress rehearsal for the rest of the school then our first performance in front of our families
was on the afternoon of Wednesday 4th December. We felt very nervous but excited to
perform our play as we had been working so hard and wanted to show off our talents. The
performance went well and the audience laughed at the funny bits!
Thursday and Friday were evening performances which made it feel more professional, we also felt
a lot more confident with being on stage. There were a few hiccups in the Thursday’s production
but Friday’s was brilliant!
Being part of the production was a lot of hard work but fun, exciting and we all gained more
confidence doing the performances.

Italian Food Tasting Day
By Milli Croft-Cook, Isla Keane and Zoe Sumner
On Monday 9th December, Year 4 had an Italian food tasting day.
Ms Di Vincenzo cooked all the food because she is from Scilly which looks like
the football of Italy on a map. We tried tomatoes and mozzarella, pasta with
herbs, spinach and ricotta cheese, bread that we dipped in olive oil and
balsamic vinegar. We then ended the morning with really tasty cake.
Zoe enjoyed the pasta as all the different flavours combined together made her
taste buds explode!
Milli thought the bread dipped in oil and balsamic vinegar was soooo tasty and
Isla’s favourite was the cake because there were lots of different spices which
were exciting to eat.
In the afternoon we ate extra cake as a treat. We enjoyed trying all the different Italian food,
they were DELIZIOSA!

Boom Writer
By Isabelle Bhatti and Grace Chalstrey
Year 5 and 6 took part in a project called ‘Boom Writer’ which was a creative writing project where
we were involved in writing our own chapters for a class book.
A man called Mr Newman came into our class and over 3 weeks we watched bits of a film called
‘The Dragon Slayer’ which was about a fearless warrior who slayed dragons and then regretted his
actions. Each week we wrote about the film. Some of our chapters were made into a book. It was
great fun being part of writing our very own book.
By Sidney Dodd and Demi Smith
Mr Newman told us about the book we were going to write over the next few weeks. We also had a
quiz about authors on our first week. Year 6 wrote chapters about ‘The Dream Giver,’ we watched
the video over 3 weeks and every week we had to carry on with the story. We went on the Boom
Writer App and typed our stories on it. We then voted for the chapters we liked the best, it was a
mystery vote as we didn’t know who had written the chapters. Priya, Tino, Raajan were chosen.
On Wednesday 11th December the whole of Year 5 and 6 had a special assembly with Mr Newman
presenting us all with a copy of our published book, we felt very proud of ourselves when we saw the
finished book and it may inspire someone in our class to be an author.

German Market
By Myles Price and Priya Sidhu
On Thursday 12th December Year 6 got on a coach to go to Birmingham to go round the German
Market. We split into groups when we arrived and went around the stalls which were very brightly
decorated and very Christmassy, there was also a humongous Christmas tree in the middle.
At 12pm we all met at the carousel and had a Bratwurst which tasted like a spicy hot dog. Then we
walked to a private museum where we saw Josh and Isla’s grandad’s art work. His name is John
Myatt.
We had lunch in a public Art Gallery and then went around the Greek section, we all had 10 minutes
to learn 3 facts about the Greeks and then shared our facts with everyone. We then went to see the
Staffordshire Hoard which is the largest hoard of Anglo-Saxon gold ever found, it was
discovered in a farmer’s field. We believe that the gold was buried to keep it safe just before they went
into battle.
It was good visiting the German market and trying different foods.

Everyone Loves a Baby!
By Esme Foxall
All of Infants and Nursery put on a play called ‘Everyone Loves a Baby!’ We had practised lots and
lots to get all of the songs, dances and our words right before we did two performances for our
parents on Tuesday 17th and Wednesday 18th December.
I was the first to go on stage as I was the Mom, I was so excited, Niall followed me as he was the Dad
then all the children came on. The story is about Mary having a baby but the children didn’t want
another baby in the family, they wanted a dog, a sheep, a camel, a donkey, anything instead of a
baby.
Nursery came on stage dressed up as Mary and Joseph, angels, wise men, shepherds, animals and
they sang ‘Away in a Manger.’ Reception and Year 1 all wore Christmas jumpers and were in the
choir, some of Year 1 had parts in the play.
Our children went to see Bill the shepherd boy out on the hillside, Bill wanted to dance and sing but
the children asked “Why?” After the five shepherds had danced the children were happy and smiling.
At the end of our play Poppy Elliot said “Maybe babies aren’t so bad after all!” We all sang ‘Everyone
Join in the Party!’ and we all danced. The audience were smiling a lot so I think they liked our
performance. I enjoyed the play because I loved being the Inn Keeper.

