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Goodbye Year 6
Our Year 6 children leave Castlecroft on Friday and
we would like to take this opportunity to wish them
all the best in their next school.
They have been an incredibly hard working Year,
setting good examples to the rest of the school.
They are a very funny class, if not slightly bonkers!!
We are sure that they will go on to be a credit to
their new schools.

Thank you and Good luck!
Year 4 Bikeability
By Alex Bolus
Year 4 were split into 2 groups to do
Bikeability training on Monday 29th and Tuesday
30th April. We were doing our Level 1 training. We
went on to the playground and learnt how to use
our brakes and gears properly, how to do
emergency stops and how to turn corners safely
by putting your arm out before we turned.
We also went on the school field and rode in a big
circle, which was great fun. I am looking forward
to doing my Level 2 training when I am in Year 6.
I enjoyed doing the Bikeability training because it was fun but it is also very important to know
how to ride our bikes safely.

Year 6 Bikeability Training
By Eve Birch and Thomas Price
Year 6 were split into 3 groups and did Bikeability
training on Wednesday 1st to Friday 3rd May. We all
brought our bikes to school on the days we had
training. We went on to the playground and started
with the ‘M-check’, first you check your front wheel
then your handle bars, seat and finally the back
wheel. We rode around the playground in a circle
then we followed a leader like a snake with some
tight turns. After break we learnt how to signal properly before turning, you put the correct arm
out to let other road users know which way you are turning, then make sure your hand is back
on your handle bars before you turn.
When the instructors thought we were ready, we went on to the road. We did our safety look
also known as the ‘Life Saver’ look and primary and secondary position on the road. Having
learnt how to position our bikes correctly on the road we practised doing U-turns up and down
the roads by school. We also rode around a car safely using our ‘Life Saver’ look and the correct
road positioning.
To end the day we went on to the Railway and Smestow Valley Nature Walk to ride our bikes
without having to worry about any traffic.
After the day of training we felt more confident on our bikes. It was a lot of fun doing the
training, especially for the whole day.

Maths Challenge
By Caitlin Elliot

Four students were chosen from Year 4 to compete in a Maths Challenge at the Girls’ High School
on Friday 3rd May. The four students were Zachary Tran, Aaron Edwards, Claudia Hardie and
Cailtin Elliot. Mr Dimmock drove us there, we had some pizza and jelly while we waited for the
competition to begin. When they called out the school names we had to split into two groups.
Claudia was with Caitlin and Zachary was with Aaron. We had to do five challenges, one was to
quickly add up numbers before the timer ran out, we also had to put dominoes on a grid matching
the correct numbers, then we moved onto a challenge where you had some shapes and a sheet of
paper with quadrilateral shapes on it and we had to use the shapes to make up the exact shapes on
the paper. After that we had some numbers and we had to make a specific number using them.
Finally, the instructor showed us some word problems and we had to solve them.
Once everyone had done all the tasks some Girls’ High students added all the scores up from each
team. Everyone sat on the floor and the winners were announced, but sadly no one from Castlecroft
won. When we left, we were given some pens, rubbers and a leaflet about going to the Girls’ High.
Finally we all went back to school.
It was a fun day and we hope we can do it again!

Our Trip to Dudley Zoo
By Annie Dickens and Zayn Toumi
Reception class went on a double decker bus to get to Dudley Zoo on
Tuesday 7th May. We were so excited to see all the animals. We saw a
mommy and daddy giraffe who were eating hay which had been put
up high because they have very long necks. The tigers had orange
and black stripes that looked really fluffy but we weren’t allowed to
touch them.
We went to the farm to see the rabbits which we were allowed to
stroke, they felt very soft, one of the rabbits was called Red Velvet. We
also stroked a ferret called Magic, a guinea pig and a chinchilla. We
saw some meerkats that made us laugh and some of us pretended to
be meerkats. We looked at the old castle, Ryan said he had already seen the
castle and had climbed the steps to the very top as he’s not scared of heights.
After we had had our lunch we played on the park with all our class friends
and had lots of fun.
Our day at Dudley Zoo was amazing and really interesting seeing animals
which we have only seen in books before.

Visit from the Fire Brigade
By Amelia Deeley-Humphries and Isla Jones
Because Year 2 had finished their topic on the Great Fire of London, Miss Feeney asked two
firemen to visit our class as a treat. The firemen
came into our class on Wednesday 22nd May,
one of the firemen was Ruby’s Dad and one was
called Matt.
They asked us some questions about 1666
which was when the Great fire happened and
compared it to nowadays. Some of us got to
wear the fireman’s equipment like their boots,
helmet, a mask and their really big jacket,
which all protects them from the flames and
smoke.
They told us all about being safe in a fire, when
they are rescuing people the firemen go into the
fires with their masks on. They also wear their helmets and jackets which have lights on them to
help them look for the people. It takes them 10 minutes to look around a whole house. They told us
that their last call out for a fire on that day was 2 hours ago.
When the firemen left in their fire engine, it was our playtime so we saw them leave and they
beeped their horn, which made us laugh.
We really enjoyed our treat and learnt a lot about being safe around fire.

France Activity Week
By Ana and Shanell

20th

On Monday
May, some of Year 6 didn’t go to France for the week so we
had different activities organised for us while they were away.
Our first activity was to create our own island, we also designed a flag for
our island, lyrics for a national anthem and rules to abide by.
On Tuesday, Mrs Poilblanc kindly went out of her way to buy ingredients
for pizza making. All of the pizzas came out of the oven looking very
appetising and tasted delicious. Our next activity on the Wednesday was
stained glass art, which was a lot of fun and looked impressive when they
were held up to the window. We also made a holiday brochure, which
seemed to take forever but the final designs looked very professional. On
the Thursday we baked jam biscuits with Mrs Poilblanc. Because we
worked so well all week we were allowed some free time on the Friday.

France Trip
By Bethany McEwen and Amy Skitt

On Monday 20th May some of Year 6 and 5 got on a coach at 2:15am to go to
France for 5 days. It was a very long journey, we also went on a ferry where
we bought sweets. At 7:30pm we arrived at Acorns campsite in
Hauteville-sur-Mer. We slept in tents with our friends which was exciting, the
beds were really comfortable as the mattresses were so soft.
We were split into 3 groups to do all of our planned activities.
On Tuesday our group did archery, Nightline, Flying Kiwi and Leap of Faith,
it was a bit scary doing all the High Ropes activities but you did feel like it
was a great achievement. It was fun doing the Nightline but we got soaked by
the teachers and staff who squirted us with water.
We went to Arromanches on Wednesday and watched a WWII
movie in the 360° cinema, the film was very sad. We went to the
war shop and some of us bought clickers which made a very
annoying sound! We all had an ice cream in the town and then
went to a war cemetery which was very moving as we learnt about
the concentration camps and what life was like inside them.
On Thursday we went on the Fan Descender which was
nerve-racking, we also did the crate stacking and fencing, we wore
padded vests and helmets to protect ourselves from the fencing
foil.
Friday, we travelled home, the journey was long but we did have dinner on the ferry and got back to
school just before midnight.
Going to France was very exciting and camping with our friends was great fun.

Wheelchair Races
By Darren Mitchell
On Tuesday 4th June Year 6 had a go at learning how to control a wheelchair
and then competed in some races in the school hall, some of Year 6 also did
wheelchair basketball which looked fun. It was interesting to know how it
felt to be in a wheelchair and just how hard they are to control and to get
them to go in the right direction.

Zumba
By Indie Clifford
Year 3 and 4 all had a letter to go home to say that there were some places for
an after school Zumba class on Tuesdays. There were only 7 places for Year 3,
so it was the first 7 to bring their letters back who could do Zumba.
A lady called Devine taught us how to do Zumba, which is dance and exercise
together. We introduced ourselves then we danced to our first song, copying
Devine’s movements. Zumba helps you to stay fit and healthy in a fun way.
Each session was exhausting and we were all very tired at the end.
I really enjoyed the Zumba classes because I love dancing!

Samba Workshop
By Cameron Chillingworth and Jack Page

On Wednesday 5th June, Year 6 went into the hall with Mr Clark for a
Samba workshop. We learnt that Samba is a Brazilian music style with an
infectious rhythm which was developed in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries.
We spent the whole day in the workshop, we all played every instrument
and then chose the instrument that suited us best. The instruments
included cowbells, drums, tamborim and maracas, all percussion. We
played 4 different tunes and then put them all together, Mr Clark blew his
whistle every time we had to change the tune.
We performed what we had learnt in front of the whole school. It was a
fun day and the final piece was really noisy but sounded brilliant.

Reading Club
By Anya Ceccarelli
Some of Year 3 did reading club led by Mrs Dutton. It was all about
encouraging children to read in a very fun way! My first lesson was
about Superheroes which was really exciting. Mrs Dutton got us to
guess the subject of every session by looking at the books she had
selected. Reading club was a lot of fun as I enjoy reading and the
group has encouraged me to read more.
Josh Wyke said that he really enjoyed the Pirate week as we got to do
a treasure hunt around school and make our own treasure maps.
I really loved reading club and miss going to it!

Marathon Kids School Games Run
By Leo McBride
Some children were selected from the schools’ cross country
team to participate in the Marathon Kids School Games
Run. When we arrived at Aldersley Stadium our group along
with all the other school did lots of different activities like
sitting down volleyball, handball mixed with netball and
football skills. We also did running and collected wrist
bands so we could see how far we had run at the end. Our
group ran 5km in total.
It was raining really heavily when we finally got on to the running track, it was fun to run in the
rain as being wet kept us cool.
I really enjoyed the day because it is always fun to do exercise and be with our friends out of school.
At the end we all had a photo with Wolfie.

Fairbourne
By Milly Wedge
Year 4 went to Fairbourne which is in Wales, we travelled in mini-buses to get there. When we
arrived we sat on the sea front to have our lunch, it was warm with a slight breeze.
We split into groups and one half did pony trekking while the other group stayed on the beach for a
sandcastle competition we also had an ice cream each.
Pony trekking was a lot of fun but very bumpy as the route we went was really rocky. After we had
swapped and had done the other activity we went to Pantenion Hall where we were allocated our
rooms and unpacked some of our clothes just before we had a delicious evening meal of soup, fish
fingers and chocolate crispy cake.
We went back to the beach and did some parachute work which was really, really good fun, we
played some games, made a tent and sang some songs. Finally we went back to the hall, had a hot
drink and went to bed, very tired.
After a good night’s sleep we had breakfast and then went the LLanfair Slate Mine which was really
chilly and damp but interesting. When we came out of the mine we fed some animals on the farm
like goats, sheep and we stroked some rabbits. We had our lunch at the farm overlooking the
beautiful bay.
We went back on to the beach and did rock pooling to collect as many crabs as we could. After a lot
of fun on the beach we returned to the hall and had our meal followed by a shower and then we
wrote in our diaries. That night we had a disco and were given some light up bands, the music was
good at the disco and we also took part in some games.

We were a little too lively to go straight to sleep but we
eventually did.
On our last day we packed after breakfast, got back
on the minibuses and travelled over the bridge to
Barnmouth where we went to a few shops to buy
some souvenirs. Then we had a packed lunch on
the beach before travelling back to school and
our parents who were very happy to see us.
It was my best trip that I have been on at Castlecroft so far.
I will never forget all the good activities that we got to experience.

Play Unified Football
By Ethan Cheshire
On Wednesday 19th June, 4 children from Year 5 and 3 from
Year 6 went to the newly astroturfed Wolves dome at Aldersley
Stadium. We played 4 matches of football, we unfortunately lost
all of our matches. We nearly equalised in our first match but
Will’s attempt hit the cross bar. We all tried our hardest so Mr
Morgan was proud of us.

Library Visit
By Sarrayah Ali
Year 2 walked to Finchfield Library on Wednesday 26th June, we were
met by a librarian called Elisabeth who told us all about the local
libraries and how the books are organised on the shelves, the library has
about 5,000 books in the children’s section at Finchfield. Before we could
choose a book to take home Elisabeth read us 2 books
‘Poo at the Zoo!’ and ‘The Ugly Five.’
When we had selected our book we used the self-scanner to issue our
books and also we used the date stamper to put the date we had to
return the books back to the library. It was fun going to the library because there were so many
books to choose from and I also got a new purple library card.

Girls’ Football Match
By Sehleen Kaur
The girls’ football team went to East Park Primary School on Wednesday
26th June to play a football match. Some of us arrived late as Mr Morgan
got lost.
It was my first competitive football match and I was really looking forward
to it. When we eventually arrived the match had already started, we were
passing well between us but unfortunately some of us got injured by their
hard ball. During the match we scored 2 goals, Annie was amazing in
goal, saving quite a few of their attempts at goal..
We lost the match but we all enjoyed the experience and tried our hardest
so we were very proud of how we performed as a team.

Art Assembly
By Sofia Mester
Our School had an Art Assembly on Thursday 28 th June which was led by
Norm and Carol from The Wolverhampton Society of Arts. They were
telling us ‘What art is and what it means to us.’ I said “Art is your whole
imagination on a blank piece of paper.” Someone else said that you
couldn’t make a mistake in art as you could always just turn it into something else.
Art is everything you can imagine from the illustrations in the books we read to our clothes we wear
or art can just be a picture you like. Everything has to be designed and then created.
Carol and Norm donated some art books to our school library from Lottery funding that there Art
Society had received to tell lots of children about art.
I enjoyed the assembly because Norm showed us how to draw by using shapes to start with, which I
am going to use in my artwork in the future.

Sports Day
By Caitlynn McDougall

On Thursday 27th June it was Castlecroft’s Sports day. We all went out on to the field straight after
lunch. The weather was very hot but we sat in the shade and drank lots of water. We competed in our
house teams in lots of different races with our parents cheering us on. First place was decided with
the final event which was the Tug-of-War between Clee and Clent, Clent eventually won giving them a
1 point victory and were awarded the House Cup.
It was an exciting end to a great day, working together in our School House colours is really good fun.

Sponsored Walk
By Milly Wedge
28th

On Friday
June the whole school were really excited as it
was our sponsored walk. We were given a stamp sheet to
record how many laps we had done around the school
grounds and Smestow Valley. Lots of children did 10 laps in
total. It was a great afternoon, very tiring as the sun was
shining brightly on us as we walked but it was a lot of fun and
we raised over £1,000 for our school funds.

Nursey’s visit to Rays Farm
By Raul Ceccarelli and Alfie Wedge

We went to Rays Farm on a coach which was a long way away, we were all
very excited to see the animals and chatted all the way to the farm. When
we got off the coach we went on the Fairy Tale walk in the woods, we saw
Goldilocks and the three bears, they weren’t real bears they were made out
of wood. We saw lots of other characters we knew and we could sit on some
wooden toadstools.
After the walk we had lunch and had to be careful of the chickens who
wanted to eat our sandwiches, the chickens looked funny as they had fluffy
legs. After lunch we saw pigs, lots of different types of owl, we also went
into a field full of goats which we could stroke, they felt very soft. The
Alpacas looked very strange as their bodies had been shaved but their legs
and head looked like big marshmallows. We also saw Guinea pigs, sheep,
deer and some very noisy turkeys.
Just before we got on the coach to come back we played in the sandpit and play area.
We had a lovely day at Rays Farm because it was nice being with our friends and seeing all different
kinds of animals.

Netball Match
By Mannat Kaur
1st

On
July we held a netball match against St Bart’s School at our
school. It was an incredibly wonderful and tight match, equally
matched as St Bart’s were at the same level as us. Our team players
were: Mannat, Amy, Anamaria, Zoe, Eve, Evan, Andrelle, William,
Ray, Bethany, Ellie and our captain Erin.
Unbelievably at the end of this cracking match it was a narrow 5-4
win for St Bart’s. Lucky goals from Amy, Zoe and Eve saw us winning, drawing and losing. Everyone stuck together as an amazing squad, which was all that
mattered. After knowing how tight the performance was St Bart’s was kind enough to share some
biscuits with us and the match finished on very friendly terms.

Year 2 visit to Kingswood Activity Centre
By Aliyah Clacken

We went to Kingswood on a coach and I sat by Elijah Webb, the journey took about 20 minutes. We
went into the classroom when we got there and a lady called Von (short for Yvonne) told us all about
Kingswood and what we would be doing there.
We went outside to do our activities, we did a nature trail where we had to find something hard,
smooth, soft, prickly and tickly. We did pond dipping, I caught a water snail which had a hard shell
and believe it or not it would not come out of its shell for me. I also caught a female newt, we knew
she was a female because she had tiny dots on her tummy.
There were 5 fairies hanging from the trees and 2 on the ground, there was also a dragonfly stone
circle under the zip wire. I went on the zip wire which filled me with excitement and made me feel a
little bit dizzy. I walked across the balance bar by holding a rope, there were 4 sides to it which went
around the trees. I was so relieved to get across the bars and get to the other end.
The coach came to pick us up at the end of our day but I wanted to stay at Kingswood as I was
having such an amazing day with so much fun. I have lots of good memories of my day at Kingswood.

Active Literacy
By Isla Keane and Maisie-Simone Yeomans
Soccer 2000 came into our school for a few weeks
on a Monday to do some literacy activities with
Year 2 and 3. The activities were Space themed,
in our first week’s session we were getting ready
to go to space, we built rocket shapes out of
cones and hoops and when the leader said
“Captain’s coming!” We replied with “Aye, aye
Captain!”
The following week we blasted off then we went to
the purple planet and met aliens. One week we
encountered the space pirates and on our final
week we collected space dust for our return to earth.
We were given homework each week, it was a fun way to learn our literacy and we really enjoyed the
sessions because they were interesting, exciting and energetic.

Djembe Drums
By Anya Cerrarelli and Ruby Uren
Year 3 and 4 learnt how to play the Djembe drums with Mr Craner for 8 weeks on a Wednesday.
Djembe drums come from West Africa and are usually very brightly painted, they come in different
sizes, the big drum makes a deeper sound and the smaller ones, a higher sound.
Over the 8 weeks we learnt how to play the drum properly and various songs to play. Every week
Mr Craner pretended that there was a spider in our drums but one week there actually was a spider
in Anya’s drum which shocked us all but made us laugh.
Finally on the 3rd July, Years 3 and 4 each put on a concert for the rest of the school and our parents. We felt very nervous before the concert started but a lot more relaxed when we were playing as
it was good to show everyone what we had learnt. Some of the songs had actions with them which
made them more fun to watch.
We are glad that we learnt how to play the Djembe drums as it is a new skill and they make a
surprisingly loud but lovely sound and are fun to play.

VIP Day
By Tommy Chalstrey

On Wednesday 10th July, the children who had visited the library the most
and completed their stamp sheet were VIP’s for the day. We were allowed to
come to school in our own clothes and then after lunch we went outside
where lots of water activities had been set up.
First we got into 3 teams and had a water bomb and spoon race but while we
were doing the race the adults sprayed us with water which made running
harder but a lot more fun. Then we had a MASSIVE water fight and all the
children sprayed each other as well as the adults, we all got really wet. There
was also a water slide which I went on loads of times as it was really exciting.
Before we changed into our dry clothes Mrs Dutton took a photo of us having more water poured on
us. Then we were all given a Freeze pop to end a brilliant day.
It was a great treat but I do enjoy reading and visiting the library anyway so hopefully I will be a VIP
next year.

Eko Club
By Owen Hughes, Caitlin Elliot, Claudia Hardie and Madison Russell

On Tuesdays some of Year1 and 2 did Eko Club after school, we made dens
and went exploring to find insects. We also had hot chocolate and biscuits.
I like Eko Club because it is great to be outside doing exciting things.
Years 3, 4 and 5 were invited to take part in an Eko Club on a Monday for 6
weeks. The children who brought their slips back first got a place in the club.
We sat in a circle on chopped logs at the start of most of the sessions and
our leader, Rachel told us what fun activity we would be doing. On our
first week we had to think of an animal starting with the same letter as
our name and we drew the animal on a wooden disc and then made it
into a necklace.
One week we made nettle, elderflower and garlic and herb fritters which
Rachel had already collected then we washed the plants and put them
into a mixture of sparkling water, eggs and flour and then cooked them
on an open fire. They tasted like batter without the fish. The elderflower
fritters didn’t taste very nice and were chewy, the best ones were the
garlic and herb fritters which tasted like garlic bread.
On our last week there was a family campfire and we toasted marshmallows, popcorn and had
biscuits which was lots of fun and really yummy!
We have really enjoyed the opportunity to do lots of things that we wouldn’t normally do. EKO club
was more adventurous than other clubs we have attended as we did activities like eating raw nettles,
we got rid of the sting by hammering them between tissues and we also set fire to cotton wool balls
with a spark maker.

Eddie the Penguin Saves the World!
By Saskia Campbell
Year 1 and 2 practised really hard to put on a production of ‘Eddie the Penguin Saves the World!’ for
the rest of the school and our parents on Thursday 11th July.
Eddie, the penguin started to panic because he could hear the drip, drip, drip of the melting ice. So
Eddie and all the other penguins marched and marched through the desert, rode a whale and went on
a boat. They finally got to America where they met Peggy the polar bear and all her friends. Eddie told
the polar bears that the ice was melting, they all went to the North Pole to see if there was any ice left
but it had all gone.
Peggy told Eddie that it was the human beings fault, they didn’t
turn off lights, they put the heating up and didn’t shut the doors,
didn’t recycle properly and used their cars too much,
making the world get hotter and hotter, so the ice melted.
Then they all travelled to Australia where Eddie told the Prime
Minister about the ice melting which made the Prime Minister
think and hopefully all of our audience too! We all need to turn
off lights, turn the heating down, close doors, walk, cycle, skip or
scoot to school, not to chop down trees because they give us
oxygen and we need to recycle properly.
I really enjoyed being part of ‘Eddie the Penguin Saves the World!’
because I love singing and dancing but it was also very important
to tell everyone how to save the world.

