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Goodbye Year 6!
Our Year 6 children leave Castlecroft on Tuesday
and we would like to take this opportunity to wish
them all the best for their next big step in their
education. They have been a delightful group of
children who have given a great deal to Castlecroft
in their time with us and achieved excellence in
many areas of school life.

Thank you and Good Luck!!
Thanks to everyone for your continuing support for events organised by the
PTA to raise vital funds for our children at Castlecroft. This term (after it was
postponed) we held another successful fashion sale raising over £400.
We have received £92 from the summer term bags2schools collection. The
Summer Fair was a lovely event, enjoyed by all, and raised £1500 so far.
We are still selling raffle tickets so hope to increase this by another hundred
or so. We also have an end of term disco on the last Monday of term which is
always popular, enjoyed by the children and a good fundraiser.
With the money still to come in, this means that this academic year, you
have helped us raise over £6750!
This is all going towards the Juniors‟ playground
redevelopment. Mr Dyall has arranged for work to start
over the summer holidays, fitting a play-grass area and
climbing wall. Other
improvements will be done over the next few months.
It will be really exciting to see the junior playground
come back to life, just as the Infants‟ playground did
last year!
We are now thinking about events for the forthcoming
year and welcome any ideas and support.

Bikeability
By Holly Hastings, Bethany McEwan and Amy Skitt
On Monday 24th and Tuesday 25th April, it was Bikeability for Year 4. In Bikeability we were
shown how to signal properly. Before that we had to do the M-check and the A,B,C,D check, to
make sure our bike is safe to ride.
A stands for air, so we checked that our tyres were pumped
up enough.
B stands for brakes, checking that our brakes were working.
C stands for chain, making sure our chain was well oiled
and working properly.
D stands for drop, by bouncing the front tyre you can test
the suspension.
When we do the hand signals, we first look behind us to
check that it was safe then we put our left hand out to go
left and right hand to go right.
After that we did some weaving in and out of some cones.
We had so much fun and learned so many important things to cycle safely.

Poetry Workshop
By Caitlin Elliott and Claudia Hardie
Four children were chosen from Year 2 to go to Woodfield Infants School on Friday 28th April to a
poetry workshop with the successful local poet, Emma Pursehouse. The children were:
Caitlin J Elliott, Claudia S Hardie, Leo D McBride and Rowan Finlayson-Palmer. We were all very
excited about the workshop as we were going to a different school. We created poems about
questions that related to us.
Six other schools were also invited to the poetry workshop; it was fun working together and
making friends.
Emma read out two fantastic poems, one about funny monkeys and another about questions. There
was a moral to every poem that she read out, which made all 35 children think and then some of the
children read their poems to the rest of us.
We had a fabulous morning, writing poems and meeting other children. It was a lot of fun learning
how to write poetry and use grammar correctly.
Emma made us laugh when she told us “Every poet needs biscuits after a long day writing poems!”

Nursery’s visit to Kingswood
By Tommy Chalstrey and Esme Foxall
Nursery children went on a trip to Kingswood Activity Centre on Tuesday 2nd May.
Esme recalls feeding the sheep and looking for some mini beasts in the bushes and trees. “We found
a grasshopper, a bee and lots more other bugs. We climbed the play tree and I sat very high up! We
walked along the balance bar sideways, like a crab and no one fell off. We caught lots of wiggly
creatures in the pond with a net, then we went on the zip-wire and crossed our legs to keep safe and
didn‟t let go because that would be really dangerous, but it was lots of fun going „Weeeeeeeeee!!!‟
along the wire.
We also walked over the top of a bridge and some of the grown-ups pretended to be trolls under the
bridge and try to scare us.”
Tommy remembers going on a coach to get there and then going on a Wildlife hunt,
“We had clues and had to find rabbits, chickens, lady-bugs, spiders,
squirrels and trees. We saw a rabbit out of a cage in the woods; I also saw some
spiders up in the trees, sitting on their webs. We climbed trees and I was so high
up I was as tall as the grown-ups. We also went on a zip-wire and played in the
park.
We did some pond dipping with nets and whatever we caught we put into pots so
we could look at them more closely with magnifying glasses.
It was a great day because the sun was shining and we got
to have lots of fresh air and play outside with our friends.”

Sports Festival
By Ethan Cheshire, Maxwell Hughes and Caitlynn McDougall
On Wednesday 3rd May Year 3 went to Aldersley Stadium for the morning to take part in a sports
festival. We enjoyed the journey on a coach to the stadium but 3 children felt travel sick.
We played volleyball, netball, tennis, M-Ball, skater ball and lots more fun sports. The sports festival
was run by Year 7 pupils from Smestow Secondary School. Other schools were involved including
Christchurch and Uplands. We eventually had a drink as we were all very thirsty after playing all
the ball games and then finished the morning with a game of bench ball.
We made it back to school in time for lunch and some of us were given certificates.
It was a fun and sporty morning.

Castlecroft Bridge Mural
By Alfie Downes, Benay Gedi and Beau Wright
Year 3 class was so excited to be chosen to design a mural to be painted on the wall under the
bridge at Castlecroft by the local artist, Steve Edwards.
On Tuesday 21st March we went for a nature walk along the railway and on to Smestow Valley to be
inspired by what we saw on the walk. We also saw the blank wall where our design was going to be
painted,
Steve came in to our class to help us with our drawings. We enjoyed the workshop as we got to
draw birds and nature in lots of detail.
Steve took all our drawings and created a mural design. On Thursday 11 th May we popped down to
see Steve working on the mural. It was amazing and so exciting to see our drawings on the wall.
On Tuesday 16th May we went to the grand opening of the mural. We met Steve and the mayor and
mayoress under the bridge. Some parents came to see our mural along with some of the local
police. A few people made speeches including Mr Dyall. Then the mayor and mayoress gave us all a
certificate with our design on the back.
After the local newspaper took our photograph in front of our art work with Steve and the mayor
and mayoress, we all went to the Firs pub to have some food and a drink and talk to people about
our project.
It was awesome being a part of this whole art project.

Hauteville Sur Le Mer
By Charlotte Crowther
On the 22nd May most of Year 6 and some of year 5 boarded a coach for a 12 hour journey to
France. We arrived there at 6 o‟clock in the evening and had chicken burgers and a piece of
chocolate cheesecake for pudding to celebrate Ne-Yo‟s 11th birthday that day.
During the evening we found out which groups we were in for the activities. We did kayaking,
raft-building, high-ropes, archery, fencing, rock-climbing and night-line.
On Wednesday we went into Arromanches, where we visited the shops, we also went into the 360
cinema to see a short film about WWII, which was really sad.
On Friday the 26th May we all had to pack as we were leaving. We were all very sad to leave but to
keep our minds off it, we all sang the camp songs that we had learnt.

France Activity Week
By Alex Swaine
While Year 6 was in France the children who didn‟t go did gardening with
Miss Davies in the sensory garden.
We weeded the patio, generally made the garden look fantastic and made an
insect hotel out of an old pallet with conkers, cardboard tubes and straw, to
encourage insects to visit our garden.
We also designed a sunflower poster to see who could grow the tallest
sunflower but unfortunately during half term, the slugs ate all the plants.
It was a lovely hot week to work outside and we went into every class to help them plant the
sunflower plants.
It was a wonderful week and we also enjoyed some yummy treats for all our hard work.
We would like to say a very big thank you to all the parents that have come to help in the sensory
garden, throughout the year, come rain or shine, especially Mr McBride and Mrs Rhodes.
Hopefully in the new term and beyond we hope to lay new sensory paths, so we will need lots of
support from parents. Once again a BIG THANK YOU!

Gym Competition
By Izabella Downes
Our Gymnastic team went to St Chads School to compete against other schools on Friday 26th May.
We felt prepared to do our best, 2 of Castlecroft pupils got medals, Imogen got silver and Charlie was
awarded gold and silver.
Each of us did different routines and all tried our hardest.
I do enjoy competing in gymnastic competitions as I enjoy being part of a team with my friends.

Samba Workshop
By Jack Dyas-Bowen and George Taylor
Year 6 had a Samba workshop with Mr Clarke on Wednesday 7th June. We practiced
all morning to try and create a tune by playing different instruments like cowbells,
tambourines and really big drums. Anything to make a loud sound!
After a lot of practicing we performed in front of the whole school. It was very
nerve-racking to stand in front of an audience but the performance went quite well
and sounded very rhythmic. It was a great day!

Sports Day
By Anamaria and Shanell
We had Sports Day at Castlecroft on Tuesday 13th June. After a little
drizzle of rain the sun came out and activities began.
There were lots of different races like; relay, obstacle, sack,
sprint, three legged , egg and spoon as well as tug of war and
Nursery had a fishing race.
Each class competed in their house colours, Malvern, Clent, Clee
and Wrekin.
After an exciting afternoon of sports, Malvern won with Wrekin
coming a very close second .

My Trip to Kingswood
By Rhys Clarke
I had a great day at Kingswood and we did lots of activities. First we were at school waiting for the
bus to arrive. It took a long time on the bright colourful bus which had a stuffed Scooby-Doo cuddly teddy character sitting at the front of the bus. When we got to Kingswood we put our bags down
and walked into the classroom to have a look around, I saw a fossil. We also looked through the
telescope. The binoculars were a bit blurry. We then had peppers for a snack and a drink. We were
put into two groups, I was in the blue group and there was red group. Blue group did pond dipping
first, I caught a baby newt. I felt nervous picking up the creature. Then we had lunch, I had a
sandwich.
After that we were given a pot called „Smelly Pot‟. We filled it with lots of smelly things and mashed
them up to make a perfume.
Lastly we had a go on the zip wire and we walked along a wobbly log.
What a lovely Day!

Reception goes to Rays Farm
By Alex Bolus and Amelia Deeley-Humphries
On Monday 19th June we went on a white coach on a long journey to Ray‟s Farm. When we got there
we went into a room to have a drink as we were all very hot from the journey.
We went to see some rabbits, baby goats, lambs, monkey and snowy owls and reindeers.
We fed the baby goats, there was a goat called Naughty Nancy because she was naughty and a
llama called Milly. The two reindeers did a race with us and their feet went clip clop on the ground.
They were Santa‟s reindeers who were on holiday, having a lovely rest until Christmas Eve.
We went on a „Fairy Talk and Walk‟ and went into the middle of a fairy ring where we held hands,
closed our eyes and made a wish. We couldn‟t tell anyone our wish because it wouldn‟t come true.
We had a story by the river called „The Smartest Giant in Town‟ which was really good. We also sat
on Oscar‟s chair; he was a giant so his chair was big but his boots were only medium sized. Some of
us peeped through the windows of Oscar‟s house but some of us actually went inside. We sang
nursery rhymes.
We enjoyed our day at Rays Farm. Amelia loved feeding the animals and Alex liked going into the
goats field and stroking the goat‟s horns.

Panteinion Hall
By Anamaria and Shanell
On Wednesday 21st June Year 4 travelled in mini buses to Fairbourne in Wales. When we got there
we had lunch on a sandy, rocky beach and then made our way to Panteinion Hall, where we
unpacked our luggage and found out who we were sharing a room with. When we had got settled,
group 1 went pony trekking while group 2 had a sandcastle competition and other activities. Our
groups swapped activities, then we went back to Panteinion Hall. After we had eaten a delicious
meal, we put on our walking shoes, got our cameras and we made a slow walk up the steep jagged
hill to find the Sparkling Blue Lake, which was stunning. After an even slower walk back down to
Panteinion Hall, we had a quick wash and got in to our warm cosy beds. We were far too excited to
sleep straight away.
On Thursday we had breakfast and then went on the mini buses to go to the Slate mines and the
Animal Farm where we held a rabbit and a chick. We had lunch on some picnic benches outside of
the shop. After lunch we went into the shop and bought a few things and then it was back to
Panteinion Hall. We had a wash and got dressed into our astonishing disco clothes. We had our
evening meal then went outside to play a few games and finally the disco started. After a lot of
dancing, we went to bed and went to sleep straight away.
On Friday we had breakfast, packed our luggage and went to Barmouth shops then went on to the
beach and in to the freezing cold, salty sea.
We travelled back to Castlecroft and all said “Did we really have to leave Wales?”

The Air Ambulance
By Jacob James-Worrall
The Air Ambulance came to visit our school
on Tuesday 27th June because Mr Francis
had raised over £600 for their charity by
bungee jumping, water zorbing,
swimming with sharks and high ropes.
When we went out on to our playground, we
got a big shock to see an actual ambulance
was there. We sat in the ambulance and pretended to fly it.
It was amazing and I couldn‟t believe how big it was inside.

Author’s Visit
By Myles Price and Annie Thompson
On Wednesday 28th June the juniors had a visit from a local author called
Ruel Diaram. He told us all about his new book and showed us the treasure
that was going to be buried, somewhere! You have to read the book and solve
the mystery to find out where the treasure is buried. The treasure is a ring, a
cross, coins and a necklace.
If you are lucky enough to solve the clues and find the treasure you will be a
character in Ruel‟s next book.
We enjoyed Ruel‟s visit because he asked us for ideas for his next book which
sounded exciting.

Sports Festival
By Zac Davies, Claudia Hardie and William Rhodes
Year 2 went on an extraordinary sports event at Smestow School. We walked down the road from
Castlecroft, when we got there we were amazed at how big the school was.
First we did a little warm up to get our bodies ready and working for the activities.
Our activities included Pom-pom dancing, which was basically dancing with pom-poms. We all made
up dances. The girls seemed to like this activity better than the boys.
In the big hall there were all different sports like; throwing a ball in to a bucket, throwing hoops over
a cone or a pole, the person with the most hoops over the cones and poles, won.
We also passed a hoop to each other while we were holding hands in a circle without losing hands.
We enjoyed our morning of sports because it made us be more physical, giving us a lot more energy
for the rest of the day and getting very fit.

City Athletics
By Stefany Williams
Some of Year 6 children were selected from our PE class by Mr Morgan to take part in the City
Athletics at Aldersley on Wednesday 28th June.
We competed against lots of different schools, in various events, such as running, sprint, high jump,
long jump, throwing and relay.
Some of the Castlecroft children made it into the City Finals which will be held on the 13th July.

Sponsored Walk
By Katie Hughes and Melissa Williams
We held a sponsored walk on Friday 30th June to
raise funds for our school.
We came to school in our own clothes and trainers
so we could walk far. The sponsored walk was in
the afternoon and luckily it was a warm day. We walked around the school,
down the track and through a field.
If you did 3 circuits that was 1 mile, most children did between 15 and 20
circuits. It was a tiring day but it was good to be out of school and with our friends.
We raised an amazing total of nearly £1,000
A big pat on the back for everyone who took part!

Year 2 go to Dudley Zoo
By Anya Ceccarelli
On Monday 3rd July we went on a fantastic trip to Dudley Zoo! I‟m going to tell
you what we smelt, heard and saw. First we saw some flamingos they were pink
because of eating shrimps and prawns, that‟s why! Then we went to see the
giraffes, it smelled horrible! Maybe it was
where they lived. Then we heard peacocks
squeak and squawk, one duck chased a peacock while we were
having a photograph taken. The Peacock kept following us on
the wooden bridge. After we went to see the sea lions, they
were swimming beautifully one even spat water out of his
mouth. We then had lunch and then saw some more animals
before we went back to school.

The Litter Muncher
By Milly Wedge
On Thursday 13th July Year 1 and 2 put on a production of
„The Litter Muncher‟ for the rest of the school and our
parents. We had been practicing very hard for a lot of weeks
before we did the final performance. The story was about a
village called Lazy Daisy Village where the villagers didn‟t put
the rubbish in the bins so the Litter Muncher had to pick it up.
The Litter Muncher got so tired she had to go to sleep but the villagers still kept dropping their
rubbish on the ground.
The village got messier and messier until the Lord Mayor came to visit the village; he held his nose
because it smelt so much. The mayor made the Villagers get their sweeping brushes and sweep up
the rubbish. The villagers woke up the Litter Muncher and said that they were sorry for messing up
the village. This made the Litter Muncher very happy.
The villagers held a party in the village to celebrate their clean village.
We sang a lot of new songs and danced. I loved being a part of „The Litter Muncher‟ because I enjoy
acting and dancing. I was really excited to do the performance but a bit nervous as well..
The production went very well and everyone seemed very happy.

City Finals!!!
By Veerun Jawanda
The children who qualified at the City Athletics last week returned to Aldersley on Thursday 13 th
July. We competed against lots of other school, coming 4 th in the 80 m.
Even though we didn‟t get any medals we were all very proud of our achievements.

VIP Day!!
By Harvey Roberts
On Monday 17th July, children who had finished the library
reading challenge were invited to a special VIP Day.
We were allowed to come to school in our own clothes and in the
afternoon we had a massive water fight with water balloons and
water squirters to soak everyone. We all got very wet including
the staff. After we got dry we all had a Tip-top.
It was a great afternoon. It is always good to read, especially
when you get treats!

Year 2 Library Visit
By Leo McBride and Tabitha Simmonds
On Tuesday 18th and Wednesday 19th July Year 2 visited Finchfield library
in 2 groups. We walked to the library and luckily it was a sunny day so we
didn‟t need our coats.
When we got to the library a lady called Elisabeth met us and told us all
about the libraries in Wolverhampton, she also showed us where all the
different books were put in the library. There were non-fiction, fiction,
story books and picture books. She then read us a story called „Do you
have a Didgeridoo!‟ It was a really good story because it rhymed all the way through and at the end
of the book the man changed his mind an didn‟t want a didgeridoo.
Children who had a library card or that had joined that day were allowed to choose two books and
start the summer reading challenge which is called „Animal Agents.‟ After reading 6 books you get
lots of little prizes and gold medal with a purple ribbon.
We could self-scan our books and then stamp the return date in the front. We loved going to the
library because we could choose from lots of different books.

Drum Concert
By Ne-Yo Makombe
We held a drum concert at school on Thursday 20th July. We had
practiced hard with Mr Clarke‟s band then we did our first performance
in front of the school then on the evening we played in front of the
parents. Each drummer played a different song with the band. I played
the drums to „Hotel California‟by The Eagles and also sang.
It was a great experience to be able to play with a live band. Everyone
was really clapping and enjoying themselves.

