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Polyphones
By Darcy Roberts and Emma Sumner
The Reception class and Year 5 had a polyphones workshop on Thursday 6th
January with Mr Clarke, the drum teacher.
Reception practiced first then Year 5 learnt how to play the polyphones. We
vaguely remembered playing polyphones when we were in Reception, but it
seemed a long time ago.
At first we talked about how the polyphones worked, by hitting
the pipes with a soft bat and depending on the length of the
pipe, the sound is different. The longer the pipe, the deeper the
sound and the shorter the pipe, the higher the note.
Mr Clarke told us which pipe to whack and we were soon
making a sound a bit like a tune!
Riko said “Polyphones was really inspiring but it hurt your
hands as you had to grip the bat quite tight and your feet also
got very tired, standing for a long time.”
“The polyphones workshop was a good day even though it was hard concentrating on getting
the bat in the right place on the pipe and some of the tunes were really fast. But all in all it
was a fun day.” Remembers Tommy.

Year 2 Theatre Visit
By Trudi Cooper
Year 2 children had the exciting opportunity to see “The Snow Queen” at the New Vic Theatre
in Newcastle-under-Lyme. The performance provided a basis for a range of creative writing
and artwork activities in class.
Trudi Cooper retells the story.
Once upon a time there lived two best friends called Gerda and Kai. One day, Kai said
“Ow, my eye!” Then everything turned horrible, he ripped the rose petals off and made fun of
the people in the street.
“Hey!” said Gerda.
A few days later, Kai saw a giant snowflake and it got bigger and bigger which turned in to a
beautiful woman. In a blink of an eye she was gone. Kai played in the snow until he forgot all
his friends and family.
Kai figured out the beautiful lady was the Snow Queen. She took him to her palace and
turned him in to a block of ice.
Meanwhile Gerda waited and waited until spring came and searched for Kai. Then she met a
crow. Lost and alone she talked to it. “I‟m lost and alone, can you help me?” said Gerda.
“Yes.” said the crow. “Follow me.” The crow led Gerda to the snow Queen‟s castle. Gerda got
to a dark gloomy forest. She saw a robber girl and she said “You can borrow my reindeer.”
“Thank you.” said Gerda. So Gerda went on the reindeer and hurried to the castle.
She found Kai who was as cold as ice. When Gerda got there she put her arms around Kai
and he started to cry and then he warmed up and they hurried back home.
Alex Bolus remembers having to get to school really early on the day of the trip as the theatre
was very far away.
Milly Wedge said, “We all enjoyed going to the theatre because it felt really magical!”

Ukulele Concert
By Cameron Chillingworth
On Wednesday 25th January, Year 3 and 4 performed a ukulele concert in front of the rest of the
school and our parents. We had been practicing on the ukulele for 8 weeks previously.
The concert was very successful and a lot of fun to be involved with.
I liked playing the ukulele because it is easy to learn and you can play tunes on it quite easily and
they are very colourful and look like a little guitar.

Hockey Tournament
By Charlie Hulme, Ieuan Owen and Dhru Uppal
A selection of Year 5 children were chosen to take part in a Hockey tournament at Aldersley Stadium on Wednesday 25th January. We travelled there in parents‟ cars straight after school.
A total of 16 teams took part in the tournament, we had two teams and we played 3 games each.
Team A was Charlie, Dhru, Guven, Darcy, Elliana, and Ella Jones.
Team B was Ieuan, Zach, Lydia, Millie, Olivia and Annabel.
Team A‟s first match was against Royal B, even though Ella had a good shot at goal and their
keeper saved it, the match ended in a 0-0 draw.
Team B played SS Peter and Paul School with Lydia scoring two goals we drew 2-2.
Team A‟s next two matches were against Claregate (who had a professional coach) and were really good, so we lost 6-0. Then our last match was to Bilston, we lost 2-0 even though we played
well with some good saves by Charlie.
Team B played West Park, we lost 8-0, it could have been lots more but some good attempts at
goal were saved.
Then Team B were up against Palmers Cross for their final match, Zach scored our only goal in
this match to Palmers Cross who managed to score 3 against us.
We enjoyed taking part in the Hockey tournament because it is good learning a new sport and
competing against different schools. With more practise we probably could have done a lot better
but we tried our best and had fun.

Netball Match
Castlecroft V Bhylls Acre
By Emily Brown and Charlotte Crowther
On Thursday 26th January George, Emily, Charlotte C, Jess, Evie and Millie went to Bhylls Acre
School to play in an away netball match.
It was a tough match and we did work well as a team but unfortunately lost 7-1.
Well done to the team for trying their hardest.

Visit to the Black Country Living Museum
By Izabella Downes, Ella Sandland and Annabel Woods
On Friday 27th January, Year 5 went to the Black Country Living Museum and learnt lots of
interesting things.
We travelled on a coach to the Museum, sat by our friends and chatted all the way. We were split
into 4 groups of 8 and 9 children, all studying Victorian children. Their names were Rose Bradley,
Lillian Hodgkiss, Harry Parkins and Samuel Webb. The richest were: Rose Bradley and
Harry Parkins. The poorest were: Lillian Hodgkiss and Samuel Webb.
We entered the main building and watched a short film about the Black Country Museum and the
places we would visit. Group 1 and 4 went down the mine first and we all said that it was an
amazing experience and that it was great for our education, groups 2 and 3 also agreed. In the
mine the ground shook as the story of the miners was told.
After all the groups had visited the mine, we all went to the stores that our Victorian child had to
visit every week in their past lives. We then met up for lunch.
Once everyone was full up, we went to the Victorian school. The boys lined up separately to the
girls and we all went in silently. The boys sat on the opposite side of the classroom from the girls.
We learnt to say our alphabet backwards.
It was; Z, Y, X,W,V,U,T,S,R,Q,P,O,N,M,L,K,J,I,H,G,F,E,D,C,B,A.
We did Victorian writing on slate with chalk and also our 2 times and 3 times tables.
After that, some of us went to the Limelight cinema, it was tiny pictures put together that made a
film. Then we played street games. THEY WERE GREAT!
Some of us then went to the Chain maker and Nail shop. After we went to the gift shop and then
sadly went back to school but we all had an amazing time!

Cross Country Race
By Elliana Rhodes
28th

On Saturday
January eight children from Castlecroft went to
Aldersley Stadium for a cross country race! It was a girls‟ and
boys‟ relay race, girls first and then boys.
The girls‟ team was Imogen and Kunashe from Year 6 and
Annabel and me (Elliana) from Year 5. The girls‟ team ran first,
Annabel went, then Kunashe followed by me then Imogen ran
last. We all ran well and then we cheered on the boys as they
raced.
The boys‟ team was George, Richard and Ben from Year 6 and
Guven from Year 5. They ran really well and were very fast.
Some of us decided to stay for the medal ceremony. The results
were read out, girls first! Our girls‟ team came third out of
roughly 35 schools. We got a medal, Kunashe, Annabel,
Imogen and me! Mr Dyall and Mr Morgan were really pleased.
The boys did really well but they didn‟t finish in the top three.
It was really fun taking part and we all enjoyed ourselves.

Art Week
By Amamaria Columban, Bethany McEwan and Amy Skitt
During our Art Week which was from Monday 30th January until Friday
3rd February, we all looked at a painting called „Penelope with the Suitors.‟
painted by an Italian artist called Pinturicchio.
The painting is about a lady named Penelope whose husband went on a voyage for
a very long time and Penelope thought he had died. Men came to see if they could
marry her. But she said they couldn‟t until she had finished her weaving, but
every night Penelope unravelled the wool and started again the next day, so she
would not have to marry anyone. Eventually her husband did come back.
The painting looked beautiful and inspired most of us to do some lovely art
work, some children didn‟t like the picture, but that‟s art!
Every class did something different, Nursery made collages,
weaving, printing and cat masks. Millie Pearce Said “I liked
doing my boat picture, the boats are sailing on the water
and the sand felt rough on my hands.”
Rupert Broxton-Williams loved Art Week “Because I like making things.”
Reception did weaving, hand-prints and wrote what they saw in the
picture. Year 1 did different types of printing and Year 2 made lots of art work by
weaving.

Year 3 focused on stained glass windows and re-created them by using tissue
paper and printing on tracing paper.
Year 4 used the techniques from the painting and made pictures of trees. Using
the outside classroom we drew the trees around the school, then painted them
on a watercolour wash and then used pointillism to
create the leaves.
Amamaria said “The week was awesome and great fun!” and
Bethany loved Art Week and said “It is always the best week
in school as we get to do lots of art.”
Year 5 made a mod-roc boat and collaged a 6 foot replica of
the painting and Year 6 studied the seascape and made
mod-roc waves and painted shields and pots.
Year 6 used mod-roc to create wave 3-D sculptures and studied deigns on
roman pots.
Art week is the best week ever!

Grease
By Lana McConnell
On Monday 13th February Year 5 and 6 went to Smestow School to watch a short production of the
musical Grease. The performance was a chance for the Smestow students to embrace their acting
skills in front of an audience.
The production included the classic characters including, Sandy, Danny, Rizo, Frenchie, Kenickie,
Sonny and Marty. As a musical, it is hard to capture the characters‟ personalities but they managed
to do it by singing the various songs.
Even though you could tell that the students were nervous, their performance was still very
entertaining and really inspiring.

Tag Rugby
By Alex Swaine
On Tuesday 14th February a group of Year 6, 5 and 4 children went to compete in a tournament at
Smestow School. We were split into two teams, Team A and B. We played well as a team and either
won or drew our matches. We definitely had fun and enjoyed the whole experience.

World Book Day
By Emma Sumner
3rd

On Friday
March we came to school dressed as our favourite book characters
because we were celebrating the 20th Anniversary of World Book Day.
Children dressed up in all sorts of outfit, from Princesses to Wizards. We had a lot
of Harry Potters around school for the day, we also had 7 Alice‟s out of Alice in
Wonderland along with the Queen of Hearts, Tweedle Dum and Tweedle Dee and
2 Mad Hatters. There were also a few „Where‟s Wally‟s‟ popping up which was good
as it was the 30th Anniversary of the first „Where‟s Wally‟ book
being published.
We also had a book swap, where we exchanged books
from home with our friends. So we had a new book to
read. It was a great success and many children got
books that they probably wouldn‟t have chosen from
the library.
It was a very enjoyable day, seeing everyone dressed
up, even some of the teachers dressed up. The outfits were so creative and made everyone smile.

Tag Rugby Tournament
By Aliyah Bernard and Jessica Parmar
16 children were chosen from Years‟ 4,5 and 6 to compete in a Tag Rugby tournament at Smestow
School on Tuesday 7th March. After school we all walked down to Smestow where we met teams from
Uplands, Bhylls Acre, Royal, SSPeter and Paul, Claregate and Bilston.
We were split into two teams of 8; both teams played 4 matches each. Overall we played well as
teams with good positioning but unfortunately we only won a couple of games.
Our last match was against the other Castlecroft team. We were all really competitive against each
other but eventually Team A won 6-4.
We didn‟t get through to the quarter finals and after a few minor injuries, with jelly legs we stumbled
back to school, happy with our individual performances. We should have got more tries but maybe
with more practice we will become stronger teams.

Football Match
Castlecroft v Woodfield
By Kiertan Dhinsa and George Taylor
Castlecroft v Woodfield, once again facing each other. It was an away match featuring: Aaron as
Goalie, George as Captain, Guven as Vice Captain, Josh, Kiertan, Richard, Dhru, Charlie, Kunashe
and Imogen.
The game started off very tense and exciting, it was evenly matched but finally after invading our
defence, Woodfield got an opener. When the half time whistle went the score was 1-0 to Woodfield.
The second half got under way with Castlecroft trying to get an equaliser. We spent a lot of the game
in their half but after a very tiring attack, Woodfield was awarded a penalty, which they scored from,
making the score 2-0.
The full time whistle blew after a game of cat and mouse with a final score of 4-0.
During this game we did some good saves but not good enough. Next time we will try to defend
better and attack more. Our scores are definitely improving so maybe next time we will win the match.

Lots of Socks!
Tuesday March 21st was the 12th World Down Syndrome
Day. Nursery took part in the fundraising by bringing £1
to school and wearing odd socks.
Isla Myatt said “Wearing odd socks is a funny thing to do
but I am doing it to raise money for other children who
need help.”
“I am wearing my funky socks because it is Funky Sock Day!” said Esme Foxall from afternoon Nursery.

Cross Country–Final
By Mia Kemshell and Elliana Rhodes
On Thursday 23rd March nine girls and three boys were chosen to represent our school for the cross
country finals at Aldersley Leisure Village. First, all the girls lined up, about 130 in total, at the
start, ready to race. The course was made a little bit longer as it was the final!
Once the girls had run, it was the boys turn. The boys had to run to the start as they were too busy
cheering on the girls during their race. After the race there was a presentation and Imogen Gage
came 3rd, so got a really cool medal. We were all so tired that we went home to bed.

Red Nose Day
By Cameron Chillingworth and Evan Whittaker
During the week before Red Nose Day we were able to buy red noses from the school office. There
were 10 different designs to collect. There was even a really rare red nose which was actually silver
and was called Frankinose, only 1 in 900 was made.
Cameron was so lucky to get a Frankinose.
On Thursday a joke competition was held and on the Friday we had the final. Evan got through to
the final with his joke “What do you get if a monkey holds a hand grenade?”

A Bbooooooom!!!

On Red Nose Day which was Friday 24th March we came to school wearing our own clothes, this
year‟s theme was „Something funny for money.‟ So some children came to school
wearing silly clothes, dyed hair in wacky colours and weird styles, and some had
their faces painted.
We were all given an orienteering map and we
went outside to find letters which had been
hidden around the playground and field. The
letters spelt „Red Nose Day.‟
We also designed our own red nose and did a
Word Boggle with the words „Red Nose Day.‟

Mother’s Day Assembly
By James Bolus, Saskia Campbell and Isla Jones
Reception sang today for the whole school and our grown-ups
because it was a special
assembly for Mother‟s Day.
We showed a card which hugs
you, which we will give to our
mums on Sunday because it‟s
Mother‟s Day. We also talked
about what our Mum‟s do,
some have to be teachers,
police ladies, chefs, nurses or hairdressers.
“I love my mummy because she makes me pancakes for
breakfast and takes me to the Wacky Warehouse.” said James
and Isla loves her mummy because she lets her eat chocolate for breakfast.
We enjoyed doing the assembly because we were very excited that our mums were coming to school
to see us and we were really happy to see everyone‟s smiley faces.
Saskia liked doing the Mother‟s Day heart with my hands, showing her mum how much she loves
her. “I love my mum because she makes me happy.”

French Café
By Maisie-Simone Yeomans
We were given a passport in class so we could
get in to the French Café.
Mrs Bradbury stamped our passport as we
went in to the hall.
We ate lots of different food that came from
France like croissants, cheese, baguettes and
jam. I really enjoyed trying different kinds of
food, especially the goat‟s cfood, especially the goat‟s cheese.

Gymnastic Competition
By Izzabella Croft-Cook and Sidney Dodd
On Monday 27th March some of the Castlecroft Gymnastic team went to a gym competition at St
Judes School. When we arrived at the school the boys started their warm up and then did their
routine in front of the judges. Then the boys practiced on the volt and showed the judges, they all
got two turns at the volt to make it perfect. After the boys had done all their routines, it was the girls
turn. First they had their practice and then they did the real thing in front of the judges. Next they
did the volt.
Imogen and Charlie won medals for their routines. Even though we all didn‟t win a medal we didn‟t
mind as we all tried hard and had fun.

Grammar Girl
By Tino Makombe and Charlie Wright
On Tuesday 4th April a theatre company came to our school to perform
Grammar Girl. Years 1 and 2 went to see the show first, and then Years
3 and 4, followed by 5 and 6.
The performance was all about grammar, punctuation and spelling. It
was about 2 superheroes called Grammar Girl and Mason. Grammar
Girl wrote books under her real name, Eva Beaver. There was also an
evil enemy called Captain Grammaticus, who was Grammar Girl‟s old
teacher and the original grammar superhero who had retired, so
Grammar Girl took over. But Captain Grammaticus got jealous and tried to trap Grammar Girl.
Charlie‟s favourite moment was when the dog, trousers and shorts were thrown up in the air at the
back of the scenery. Tino enjoyed all the questions that Grammar Girl asked during the
performance.
“Grammar Girl will help us with our punctuation and grammar so we will do better work in class”
said Tino.

Djembe Drums
By Logan Kemshell
Year 3 and 4 practiced the Djembe drum for 4 weeks with Mr Craner, who was a really nice man
and taught us all about the Djembe drum and how to play it.
The Djembe drum comes from West Africa, the bigger the drum the lower the sound.
After our 4 weeks of practicing we performed a concert for the rest of the school and our
grown-ups.
We played all the tunes that we had learnt, very well and it sounded really good when we all
played together.
I enjoyed learning to play the Djembe drums and showing everyone how much we had learnt. It
was great learning a new instrument.

Girls’ Football Match
By Jess Parmar and Megan Spencer
On Wednesday 5th April Castlecroft‟s girls football team went to the Wolves training AstroTurf
dome to play a football tournament against Woodfield School and Claregate.
The team was Megan, Jess, Imogen, Millie, Freya, Aliyah, and Kunashe.
We lost every match we played. The hardest team we played against was Woodfield, because they
are a very strong team and have good positional play.
Our Castlecroft girls were good at tackling but we need to practice on positioning and scoring.

PTA update – Spring term 2017
This term so far over £2070 has been raised towards the redevelopment of the Junior playground;
Magic show £400, Easter fun night £442, Disco £628, Smarties £496 & bags 2 schools £104. We
have a target of £10,000 to get all the equipment school would like but will be buying equipment as
we raise money. The first installation has been Smooga equipment, which the children are making
full use of during PE lessons and at lunch time. Other items on the wish list include a climbing
wall, netball markings, table tennis table, baseball and whatever we can! Any more ideas welcome!
The rescheduled fashion show is going ahead on 27th June 7pm (tickets available from the office)
and is great for picking up summer holiday fashion bargains, with up to 75% off high street brands
including M&S, Topshop, Wallis, Next, Miss Selfridge, River Island, Evans, CC, New Look &
Debenhams. Come along and grab a bargain!
Preparations are well underway for the Circus Themed Summer Fair on 7 th July which hopes to be
another successful event.
Any ideas you have, any way you can help – no matter how small – is really appreciated. We all
work together for the benefit of the school and our children. Our PTA depends on parental
involvement and needs your help.

