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Headteacher’s Report
Welcome to the winter edition of Castlecroft News. In the long, cold month of January it is good
to reflect on the excitement of Christmas and a busy autumn term in school. The school
continues to try and further develop the breadth of opportunities available to our children and
the newsletter is a celebration of many of these things.
Before we get to the articles from the children, a quick round up from me.
Now that the Infant playground is complete, except for a few minor jobs, our attention turns
towards the Junior playground and developing the range of play opportunities for our older
children. We are currently exploring the children‟s ideas as to what they would like to be
included and whilst I think we can accommodate most suggestions, we might struggle to provide
the outdoor swimming pool and animal farm suggested by two enthusiastic children. The PTA
continue their amazing support for the school and are working hard to run a number of
fundraising events during the year to support the project. However, this time, we have not
received funding from the Authority for the Junior playground development and improvements
will need to be completed in stages as money is raised.
The deadline for the return of Parent questionnaires has passed and I will publish the findings
shortly. Thank you to all parents who found time to complete and return these. Your opinions
do matter. I have read every reply and they will help the leadership team and governors to shape
school improvement priorities.
Many thanks for your on-going support.
Mr Dyall

Attendance
Attending school every day and on time is really important in helping children feel confident and
progress well in school. Attendance across school continues to be above that of last year at
96.3% and we have fewer and fewer children below the 90% attendance threshold where a child
is described as being persistently absent. We also have a smaller number of children arriving
persistently late. Great news.

Year 2-Visit to Kingswood
By Claudia Hardie
Last Thursday we went to Kingswood on a bus at 9.45am. When we got there we met the staff, then
we sorted out our dormitories and unpacked our bags. After that we did a Habitat track trail and
some tree climbing. At lunch time we had sausages, peas and mashed potato and for pudding we
had yoghurts. Then we went on the field and played with the outdoor equipment. Then we did a
Habitat trail and we did some den building. We had a picnic and then went on a zip-wire. After we
came in we had a nice hot chocolate and a biscuit.
On Friday morning we got dressed and brushed our teeth and washed our faces. Then we had our
breakfast. For breakfast we had cereal and toast, on your toast you could have beans, jam or
butter. Then we went to our bedrooms and learned how to make our beds. We packed our bags and
then we went to the Wellie Corridor and put on our wellies. Then we went on a walk on Kingswood
Common and when we were there, we built a bird‟s nest. Then we went back and had lunch, which
was really yummy. And then we went outside and played with the outdoor equipment.
Chloe Petty loved putting her fingers through the cages to stroke the animals and Harrison Lavan‟s
favourite thing at Kingswood was the zip-wire because it went really fast.

VIP Day
By Ella Sandland
On Wednesday 21st September about 20 children had been chosen to take part in water activities
as a reward for our reading. We went out on to the field and had lots of fun with water, which
included water balloons, water shooters, rockets and bubbles.
First we had an egg and spoon race but with water balloons instead of eggs which was great fun
but really tricky. Then we ran around and threw water balloons at each other and sprayed water.
There was a water flower in the middle of the grass which got us soaking wet when we ran past it.
At the end of the session we had buckets of water tipped over our heads.
Cameron said “We got very wet but it was a lot of fun. I threw lots of water bombs at my friends
and they threw them back at me. It was brilliant being rewarded for reading, which is a lot of fun
anyway!”

Poetry Competition
By Olivia Pickford-Hodson
On Thursday 22nd September, five children had been selected from
different classes to represent Castlecroft in a poetry competition. They
were Aaron from Year 2, Sidney from Year 3, Darren from Year 4, Mia
from Year 5 and Olivia from Year 6.
After we had practiced quite a lot, we went to Uplands school to compete
against 7 other schools. We all tried our best and when we were on the
stage it felt exhilarating.
After a long wait, we eventually knew who the lucky winners of the
competition were.
A Year 6 girl from Uplands came first. I won second place, and third
place was won by a Year 3 girl from Westacres.
I really enjoyed the experience and it made me feel a bit more confident
to speak in front of an audience.

Football Report
Castlecroft v Giffard R C Primary School
By Josh Rippard, Reece Smith and George Taylor
Starting line-up was Guven, Jess, Veerun, Richard, Ben, Dhru, George, Aaron, Charlie and our
goalkeeper Reece.
First Quarter
Giffard kicked off but we had the most possession in the first quarter and were very close to scoring
when Veerun got blocked off by the referee and Guven took a shot but their keeper saved it. They
also had a few chances when they were one on one with Reece but he saved them all.
Second Quarter
We kicked off at 0-0 and this was a very even quarter. They did manage to break through a few
times but Reece stopped all their attempts.
Third Quarter
Most of this quarter was very even until the last five minutes of the game when Giffard broke
through and scored.
Fourth Quarter
We then kicked off at 1-0, they got a corner and scored from that. So for our first game of this term
we lost 2-0.

Cross Country
By Emily Gurney and Elliana Rhodes
On Wednesday 12th October, after school, 8 children from Year 5 and 6 took part in a cross country
relay race. The first team was Annabel, Emily, Ben and Richard. The other team was Imogen,
Elliana, Guven and George. We all ran the best we could and as soon as all 8 of us had run we
went to the medal ceremony. Sadly we didn‟t win any medals but we were happy with our scores.
Imogen‟s team came in 7th position and Annabel‟s team came 19th, which was good since there were
over 30 teams!
We all enjoyed ourselves and were very proud of our performances.

Football Report
Castlecroft v Uplands
By Reece Smith and George Taylor
The game kicked off, Uplands breaking into our half and attempted a few shots before they
eventually got the ball in the back of the net. After their goal we equalized with a brilliant goal from
Guven, which cheered up the team until Uplands scored again.
The second half kicked off with Uplands getting the ball into our half and finally scoring with a ball
which was deflected off Aaron and went in with George nearly getting a touch to it. Sadly after that
Uplands got a third goal with a tap in. After that they scored again with another lucky tap in. The
final score was 5-1 to Uplands.

Harvest Festival Assembly
By Betty Blakeway
Year 3 performed their Harvest Festival play in front of parents and the rest of the school on
Thursday 20th October.
Our play was called “Nail Soup”, it was about a traveller who saw a cottage and he knocked on the
front door and asked the old lady who lived there, “Please may I have a crust of bread to eat?” She
replied “Go away, I am poor, I have nothing for the likes of you.” He tried again “I‟ll show you how
to make a lovely soup called Nail soup. All I need is some hot water and a pan.”
The old lady eventually let him in and he started to boil a pan of
water, when it was boiling he popped in a nail (one that you
hammer in.) The traveller asked for a large carrot, fat onion,
some bacon and a piece of bone. Next the old lady gave him some
potato skins because she never threw anything away. Finally he
added some flour.
When the old lady tasted the soup, she couldn‟t believe that Nail
soup could taste so lovely.
We sang a song about vegetables and „Paint a perfect picture.‟ At
the end of the assembly we gave our Mums and Dads big hugs
which made them smile a lot.
I enjoyed doing the play because it was a special day and we had
practiced a lot, I especially loved the hugs at the end.
We had brought in some food for the poor people, so they could have something nice to eat. It
always feels good doing something nice for other people.

Bhangra
By Emily Brown and Ella Ridley
On Thursday 3rd and Friday 4th November all the school practiced Bhangra dancing, it was really
funny learning all the Bhangra moves with Vjay. Each class
learned a different dance to be performed in front of the entire
school during Friday afternoon assembly.
The dance moves got harder as the children got older, so Year
6‟s dance was the hardest to learn and
remember. Year 6 also performed their routine to music instead
of the dhol drum, which Vjay played.
It was interesting learning about a different culture and
great fun as well.

Netball Match Report
Castlecroft v Palmers Cross
By Emily Brown and Charlotte Crowther
On Thursday 10th November Jessica Parmar, Millie Baggs, Freya Baggs, Emily Brown, Charlotte
Crowther, Ella Ridley and George Taylor went to play a netball match at Palmers Cross Primary
school. Before the match we met our opponents.
In our first game George scored 2 goals, Freya scored 1 and Millie scored another goal, so the final
score was 4-1.
We then went on to play another 2 games, all 6 minutes long, so we were very tired. At the end of
the match we did three cheers for Palmers Cross and they did three cheers for us.
We all enjoyed being involved in the games and representing our school even though it hailed and
rained really bad during the games.

Netball Report
Castlecroft v Uplands
Aliyah Bernard and Freya Baggs
On the 17th November, Castlecroft netball team went to Uplands school and played four netball
matches. Our team was; Aliyah, Richard, Freya, Imogen, Lucy and Phoebe.
In the first match Richard scored half way through the match and Aliyah also scored at the very
end, just before the whistle. It was very exciting because we won 2-0, (yeah!)
We lost 2-1 in the second match and in the third match the score was 0-0.
Our fourth and final match was a nerve-racking game, after a lot of passing around, at the final
whistle Uplands had won 2-0.
Overall it was a victory by 4-3 to Uplands, but as a team we played at our best standard and we
are all proud of ourselves.

Book Quiz
By Kiertan Dhinsa and George Taylor
Six children were chosen from Year 6 to represent Castlecroft in the annual Wolverhampton Book
Quiz. We had to read 6 books and learn facts about 4 different authors.
The books that we read in a short space of time were:
Matilda by Roald Dahl
The Fastest Boy in the World by Elizabeth Laird
The Jam Doughnut that Ruined My Life by Mark Lowery
Kaspar the Prince of Cats by Michael Morpurgo
Dead Locked by Tom Palmer
James and the Alien Experiment by Sally Prue
The books were very varied but interesting for us all to read and it was good discussing the books
with each other.
We practiced every Wednesday lunch time by answering questions about the books.
On Wednesday 9th November we went to the Education Library at Parkfields Centre for the 1 st heat
in the quiz to compete against Uplands and St Andrew‟s.
There were eight rounds in our heat of the quiz, some heats were about the books that we had read,
one was about the authors and we also had a picture
round, which was fun doing as a team.
We enjoyed being a part of the quiz but unfortunately
Uplands won our round by a couple of points, we
finished in 2nd place.
Reading the books was very enjoyable and we got to
read books that we probably wouldn‟t have
chosen ourselves to read and competing in the quiz
was nerve-racking but also a fantastic experience.
We all really enjoyed reading „The Jam Doughnut that
Ruined My Life‟ the best because it had a silly side to it
and made us laugh.
In our school library we have all of the 6 books that we
read for the quiz, so go ahead take on the
challenge and get a prize.

Children in Need
By Kate Lewis-Walters
On the 18th November it was „Children in Need Day.‟ This is a day where we raise money for
children that are less fortunate than us or have a disability and need help. We raised the money
by coming in to school in our own clothes and donating a £1, we also had a cake sale, the cakes
were10p and we were able to buy 2 cakes each.
We also raised money by bringing in spare change from home and putting it all on a cut-out
Pudsey.
It was really fun coming in our own clothes, some children even painted their faces like Pudsey.
After the classes had all been to the cake sale we were able to buy more cakes all due to the
generosity of our parents.
We raised a grand total of £413.12 for Children in Need and had fun at the same time .

German Market Trip-Year 6
Freya, Ellie and Alex
On the 24th November Year 6 went on a trip to the German Market in Birmingham. We got on the
coach at school and in 45 minutes we were in Birmingham. On our arrival we were split in to small
groups (which we got to decide between ourselves.) Then we went around the markets with a
teacher.
We started off, looking around the food stalls in the market and some of us bought doughnuts,
different flavoured almonds, bratwursts and crepes. Some of us had ten mini crepes and others had
a large crepe smothered with Nutella (AKA chocolate sauce.)
The sweet stalls were very vibrant and full of colourful, yummy, sticky sweets!
We also visited the Christmas toy stalls where most of us bought gifts for Christmas presents.
When we had finished all our shopping quite a few of us went on the carousel, a bit of a miracle that
more of us didn‟t feel sick, with all the rotating.
After a long 2 hours of walking around the market we went to the Art Gallery in the ICC, where we
looked at all the famous and expensive mysterious paintings.
Then we went to the Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery where we saw a lot of statues, Greek and
Roman artefacts and paintings which would help us with our Greek history lessons back at school.
After that we had our lunch in the basement of the museum, followed by a walk back to the coach
and not surprising, a few of us felt sick on the return journey – which was about an hour due to all
the traffic.
Our trip was a great experience and probably one of the best trips we have been on this year.

Snow White and the Eleven Dwarves
By Charlotte Crowther and Alex Swaine
The Junior Christmas play this year was „Snow White and the Eleven Dwarves.‟
It was eleven dwarves as Mrs Birbeck-Simpson added more parts so everyone
who wanted to act got a good role, which made us happy to be in such a
spectacular play.
The main cast was the children from Year 6 with Year‟s 3, 4 and 5 performed the
dances.
Mrs Dutton painted the scenery
with the help from Year 6 and
Mr Patterson put up the stage.
We performed the play on Wednesday afternoon,
Thursday and Friday nights. The performance was
filmed on the Thursday night which made us all
really nervous. Year 6 enjoyed practicing the play a
lot and we were very sad when it was all over. We are
all really thankful to Mrs Birbeck-Simpson who gave
us the opportunity to show off our hidden talents.

Hey Ewe!
By James Haffie-Hobday, Morgan Owen and Tabitha Simmonds
Infants and Nursery performed „Hey Ewe!‟ to our parents, grandparents and the rest of the school on
Tuesday and Wednesday of our last week at school.
We did a lot of practicing before we did our real performance, our practicing was hard work as
sometimes we got the dances muddled up, said our words in the wrong places and forgot our songs.
But after all our practicing we got it right for the actual performances.
„Hey Ewe!‟ is about a sheep that wonders what is going on and kept arguing that nothing was, but
the little ewe said “yes it was.” and she was right.
Because baby Jesus was born and a lot of travellers came to visit the new baby. The kings came
from a different country that was far, far away, they travelled on camels and
followed a bright star to find Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus in Bethlehem in a
stable.
Nursery and some Reception children played the nativity parts
and Year 2 played the rest of the parts.
We really enjoyed doing the play and making the adults smile.
Morgan especially liked doing the dances and Tabitha has always wanted to act and was really pleased to be given a part in
the play.
James said “My favourite bit was being a shepherd as I got to
dress up and I liked travelling around the stage to Bethlehem.”

