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Welcome everyone to the Autumn edition of Castlecroft News. The articles as always have been
written by the children about the exciting things that have taken place during the first half of
the Autumn term. Overall we have made a very good start to the term and particular praise
should go to the children for their excellent behaviour both in lessons and whilst on the
playground.
Some exciting news. The school has recently received an OSTED inspection which took place
on Tuesday 23d October and I am delighted to tell you that the outcome is that Castlecroft
remains a Good school. Lead Inspector, Patrick Amieli, spent time observing teaching and
learning around school, met with the children to gather their view of school as well as meeting
senior leaders and myself to discuss effectiveness of school improvement actions and to explore
our future priorities to further strengthen the quality of care and education we provide.
Mr Amieli had also considered the incredibly positive views of parents as gathered through the
parent view website. Can I thank all parents who expressed their views on the Parent view
website or took the time to speak directly to the inspector on the Tuesday morning.
Can I also take this opportunity to remind you that if you or your child has any worries or
concerns about school please make an appointment to speak to your child’s teacher or myself
so that we can try and resolve matters quickly. It is really important that your child comes to
school worry free, if this is not the case please do speak up.
A full copy of the inspection report is on our website.
Attendance
Which class is going to be enjoying a Pizza Party?
We have introduced an attendance award for the class with the best attendance each week.
A Golden Gnome is awarded to the class with the highest attendance and the class that collects
the most Golden Gnomes this term will win a pizza party.
Year group with the highest
attendance
Year 2

% attendance

5th October

Year 4

99.4%

12th October

Year 2

98.4%

19th October

Year 3

99.7%

26th October

Year 2

98.1%

9th November

Year 2

98.1%

Autumn Term
28th September

99.4%

Kingswood Residential
By James Bolus
Year 2 went to Kingswood for a sleepover and to do lots of activities. We went on Thursday morning
on a coach, when we got to Kingswood we were met by the people who were going to show us what
we would be doing while we were there. We climbed a big tree, me and Elijah climbed the highest.
We also went on a hunt and searched for some poles and boxes which had pictures of animals in
them. We put the pictures in a bag, then answered questions about the animals.
After lunch we went in the play hall, we could dress up, read books, go into the telephone box and
play in the soft play. We also moved little bugs using magnets.
When we went outside again for free time we put our on wellies and big Kingswood waterproof coats
which went down to our bottoms. It was fun being in our waterproof coats as we didn’t get wet
when we fell over.
Our tea was sausage, mash, peas and carrots which was really yummy!
We went to bed after we had had our hot chocolate and biscuits but we didn’t sleep for ages as we
were chatting.
We all got up early on Friday morning except for Bobby who was happy sleeping. We got dressed,
had a wash and went to breakfast which was 3 different types of cereals. After our breakfast we
packed our suitcases and then went outside for a walk on the Kingswood Common. We went back
inside after our walk to draw a picture and then we got on the coach to come back to school.
I liked going to Kingswood because it was the best place ever, the meals were delicious but most of
all it was really good being with my friends and sleeping over.

Leadership Workshop at Smestow
By Izzy CroftoCook, Jada Richardson and Demi Smith
On Monday 24th September, 12 Year 5 children went to
Smestow for a Leadership workshop. The children picked
were Izzy, Demi, Jada, Sidney, Benay, Kaeleb, Logan, Priya,
Kara, Alissia, Tino and Charlie. We had lots of fun and we
would like to do it again. We played Stuck in the Mud and
Hand Ball.We also made posters for the games and said we
need for those games. Year 5 will be holding some of our
own events for Year 3 and 4 at different times. We hope they
will all enjoy what we have organised for them. We are doing
this to help make the children more healthy and to try new
sports.

Cross Country Competition
The first Cross Country competition of the new season was held at
Tettenhall College on Thursday 4th October. Our team contained 4 x
Year 4’s and 3 x Year 5’s and for a number of our runners this was
their first ever competitive race. Well done to Will Morgan,
Izzy Croft-Cook, Tino Macombe, Claudia Hardie, James Haffie-Hobday,
Caitlin Elliot, Reece Roberts and Will Rhodes. Final placings were 25th
and 31st. Attitude and commitment were first class and the new kit
looks pretty good too!! Well done everyone.

Poetry Competition
By Isabelle Bhatti and Bethany McEwen
On Monday 8th October one child from Year 2 to Year 6 were chosen to take part in a poetry
competition at Warstones School. It was James from Year 2, Ruby Year 3, Isabelle Year 4, Benay
Year 5 and Bethany from Year 6. We travelled to Warstones in Mr Dyall’s car.
When we got to Warstones we all sat on benches along with the other schools that were
competing, we were going to perform our poems on a stage in front of everyone and some judges.
Year 1 and 2 went first followed by 3 and 4 then finally Year 5 and 6. Some children used props
during their poem, others did actions. There was one boy had made up his own poem about his
sister, which was really cool.
It was quite scary performing our poems for everyone but we had all practised a lot and we all
tried our best.
At the end we all got medals and 3 children were presented with trophies. Everyone got a £10
book voucher and later we had cookies and a drink.

Football Report
Castlecroft v Woodfield
By Evan Whittaker
Our football team consisting of 14 Year 5 and 6 boys went to Woodfield School to play a friendly
match, we were wearing our new football kit, which made us feel really professional. The game was
split into 3 thirds.
Woodfield scored 3 goals in the first third and then another 2 in the next. In the final third they
scored another 2 goals but we managed to score our first 2 goals.
At the final whistle the score was 7-2 to Woodfield. Castlecroft played a very competitive match,
supporting each other and playing well as a team. But we were definitely beaten by a better team.
Hopefully next match we will defend better and create more shots at goal.

Fiction Fortnight
By Anya Ceccarelli, Scarlet Hemmings, Isla Keane and Zoe Sumner
For Fiction Fortnight each class studied a different book. Year 3 read Stig of the Dump by Clive
King, which is about a boy called Barney who went to stay with his Grandma. She told him not to
go too near to the chalk pit because the ground walls may give way. But he went out to play and
tripped in to the dump and landed in a tree where he was looking at the clouds and watching the
leaves weaving. When he jumped down from the tree he saw a weird looking cave and then he saw
a scary shadow which belonged to a mysterious creature called Stig. Barney and Stig became
friends and had lots of adventures together.
We loved reading the book because it was very funny, exciting and had really good characters in it.
But we didn’t just read the book, we also went into the sensory garden and made a fabulous den
out of used boxes, cardboard tubes and leaves. We also found some flowers to put inside to make it
more homely. We used blue waterproof sheets for mats and the roof which we tied with a special
type of string. We saw a frog hopping in and out of the water in the pond while we were building
the den which was amazing.
After making Stig’s den we all wrote our names on a huge piece of paper and then had our
photograph taken outside the den. Miss MacFarland wanted to see if the roof was waterproof, the
class cheered when we knew it was.
It was good reading the book but so much fun making Stig’s den.
Fiction Fortnight was Fantastic!!!

Harvest Festival
By Harvey Roberts, Dylan Thornton
and Joshua Wyke
On Wednesday 17th October, Year 3 took
part in the Harvest Festival assembly
where the whole school and parents were
invited to come and celebrate harvest
together. We practised a lot because we
had to learn our lines, a food rap, an
acrostic poem and songs. It was a great
experience even though some of us were
very nervous. As a school we collected
food to donate to The Good Shepherd to
help people less fortunate than ourselves.

Black Country Museum
By Sidney Dodd and Beau Wright
On Tuesday 23rd October Year 5 went to the Black Country Museum. As soon
as we got there, we went into a room and watched a film about the Black
Country Museum. After that our class went to a garage with old cars and
motor bikes in it, there was a car that was run by steam it was one of three
that still existed in the world! Next, we went into different cottages with old
open fireplaces and a table in the kitchen with cups of tea and food on them.
Then we went to a workshop that had a big metal chain from the Titanic and
horse saddles and other things for horses in it. Then after that we went down
the mine. A man named Jack told us to put on a hard hat as we went into the tunnel. When we had
got half way through the tour, Jack was telling us about life down the mine, then he switched off
his torch. It was really dark! All of a sudden a horse and a person lit up, they were mannequins,
Jack told us some facts about them and how hard the work was. We went down another path in the
mine that led us to a big, open place with more miner mannequins who were eating their lunch and
others digging for coal.
After lunch our class went to the old school where we waited outside for the Victorian teacher to
meet us, but when he came outside he shouted at us to line up in two lines of boys and girls. By the
time we got into the classroom, we found out that our teacher was the head teacher of the school.
The lessons we had were Maths and Spellings, we wrote our answers on a slate board with chalk.
Whenever we got an answer wrong we had to stand in the corner. It was a bit scary!
After leaving the Victorian school room, we went down the road to an old chemist where a man
showed us how they made tablets in the old days. We then went to the sweet shop to buy some
sweets. There was a lot to choose from like lollipops, chocolate mice, peach and lemon bonbons.
After having so much fun, we had to sadly go back to school.

Bhangra Dancing
By May Garbett
On Thursday 25th and Friday 26th October, Vjay came to our
school with his Dhol drum to teach us all how to do Bhangra
dancing. Bhangra dancing is a Punjabi style of dance and was
originally performed to celebrate Harvest. Every class was
taught a different routine and we all spent about half an hour
learning our dance on the Thursday.
We then practised for another fifteen minutes on the Friday and also learnt the final part of our
dance.
We all performed our dances in front of the rest of the school in our Achievement Assembly. I really
enjoyed doing the dance with the rest of my class and was very happy that I wasn’t at the front!

Year 4’s Trip to Cadbury World
By Morgan Owen
25th

On Thursday
October 2018, we got to school at 8:30am and checked we had everything and
everyone. We all got into partners and made our way up to the office and then on to the coach. We
were all very excited on the coach. Eventually we got to CADBURY WORLD! We got off the coach at
the zebra crossing and made our way to the building. A man told us all about the Mayans and their
beliefs, which was really good as we have been studying them in class.
After that we had our lunch outside before going on the grand tour. First we went through the
jungle themed room, we then had a talk by two ladies about Cadbury chocolate and tea. We also
talked about what they used as a toilet. Then we went into a room that was a bit like a cinema
where we learnt more about chocolate. We went into another cinema room where the seats moved
and air was blown onto us. When the chairs moved we were surprised as we weren’t expecting it.
We waited in a long queue to go on a ride which was so much fun. We were then given some melted
chocolate and we could choose our toppings. Finally, we went to the gift shop and the teachers
gave us our money to spend, there were lots to choose from.

