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May I begin by wishing you all a happy new year. Let us hope that 2019 is a good
year for all of us. This winter edition of the newsletter celebrates the many exciting
events that took place during the second part of our Autumn Term.
One of the new initiatives this year has been to develop awards and competitions
to encourage and reward good attendance. On the last day of term children who
had not had a single day off were presented with a 100% attendance certificate to
recognise their achievement. Year 2 were the Autumn term attendance champions
and will be enjoying a pizza party to celebrate. So far this term Year 4 have put
themselves in a good position to be crowned Spring term attendance champions
by winning the class attendance award for the first week back.
There is a clear link between good attendance and achieving well at school.
Encouraging your child to attend school everyday and on time is one way that
you can help them to be successful at school.

Attendance Results
Here are last half term’s attendance winners.
AutumnTerm 2
Week ending
9th November 2018

Year group with the highest
attendance
Year 2

% attendance

16th November 2018

Year 2

99.0%

23rd November 2018

Year Reception

97.7%

30th November 2018

Year 4

97.8%

7th December 2018

Year 4

98.8%

14th December 2018

Year 2 and Year 5

98.1%

21st December 2018

Year Reception

99.0%

98.1%

Overall we have made a very good start to the term and particular praise should go to the
children for their excellent behaviour both in lessons and whilst on the playground.

Remembrance Poppies
By Tommy Chalstrey
All the children made a poppy for our Remembrance display. Year 1 made our poppies out of bits
of red paper which we stuck on a paper poppy.
We made the poppies to remember all the soldiers who were in the First World War. It is a special
remembrance day this year as it is 100 years since the war ended. The soldiers gave up their
time to fight in the war and had to leave their families.
All of our poppies were put on to the school railings so that when people walked past they would
also remember all the old soldiers. Our display looks very red and really beautiful.
I enjoyed making my poppy because I really like gluing and sticking and it was also very
interesting finding out about the war and why we wear our poppies.

Uplands v Castlecroft League Football Match
Mr Morgan and Mr Dyall.
Our first league game of the season saw us beaten by a strong Uplands team. Due to a number of
absences we had a squad of only 11 (6 year 5’s and 5 year 6’s) with Will Morgan stepping in to
help at the last minute. Rhys Roberts was named captain with Tino Makombe vice-captain. Rhys
won the toss and chose kick-off for Castlecroft. The first half saw us start strongly, winning
plenty of tackles in midfield and our defence put under pressure but managing well. Evan made
several good saves, particularly from corners, and Rhys, Lewis and Beau all put in strong
committed tackles to repel the Uplands forwards. As the half progressed, Uplands become stronger
and we started to struggle to clear the ball and conceded some goals, despite the best efforts of
Evan. The second half saw Sidney come on for Jaden R and Will M replace Beau W but as we
began to tire, Uplands created more chances and added to their goal tally. Thomas Price and Max
were continually trying to bring the ball out and run at the Uplands defence but were often
outnumbered. There were breaks, particularly from Tino near the end, who tried hard to run with
the ball and take players on but we did not manage to score.
A tough game but one that saw everyone keep going to the end with support for each other and a
lot of experience gained. This was one of the hardest games we will play this season.
Well done boys, we were very proud of you all.

Schools’ Poppy Remembrance Service
By Benai Gedi and Morgan Owen
9th

On Friday
November our School Council Officers went to St Peter’s Church in Wolverhampton
town centre. We first met with all the other schools outside Primark and two soldiers told us all
about their uniform and equipment. We then marched to St Peter’s Church along with the other
schools. We listened to some bagpipe players playing old war songs.
We went on this march to remember soldiers that had fought and died in WWI. We had taken
poppies with us from school with soldier’s names on them who we wanted to remember. We
placed the poppies in an old fashioned basket as we walked into the church. We listened to some
children read their war letters out, some of them were very sad. At the end of the service we all
said, “We will remember them.”
We were all very pleased to have been chosen to take part in the march and service. We were able
to meet the mayor, his outfit was really cool as he had lots of chains around his neck. We also
talked to a soldier who had met the Queen.
On Monday 12th November we had a special assembly at school where we watched a video of our
day on the Friday and also had 2 minutes silence to remember the soldiers who served for our
country and died in the war.

Stone and Iron Day
By Millie Croft-Cook and Zoe Sumner
On Tuesday 13th November Year 3 had a Stone and Iron Age Day. We went into the hall where
everything was set out in Stone Age times and meet a lady called Catherine. There was a stone
hammer and a few other stone tools, like the ones that the people in Stone Age times used.
Catherine told us how the stone aged people lived and what they wore and the food that they would
have eaten. They had to kill their food using spears and stone arrows.
After that she told us how to make a fire and we explored all the interesting things in the hall and
some of us made flour out of seeds. We put the seeds on a big rock and squashed them with
another heavy rock and ground them together to make flour. We made about ¼ of a bag of flour.
We also got to look at some animal bones.
We then went back to our classroom to make felt. It was really good making the felt even though we
did get a lot of felt on our hands.
In the afternoon we looked at the Iron Age, we went back into the hall and all the things had
changed from stone to iron. There were wooden blocks with patterns carved into them, we made
rubbings with crayons on paper to make different patterns. They were very pretty.
We also did a funny kind of hunting game and wore a metal top which protected you when you
were fighting.
There was a wooden drill with a string attached and when you twisted the string around, the
wooden drill pole went up and down which eventually made a hole in the wood. There was also a
basket of wool made from animal coats and a stove and lots of carved bowls and cutlery.
We learnt a lot of facts on the day and really enjoyed it as it was very interesting and lots of fun.

Football Match Report
By Sidney Dodd
Castlecroft travelled to St Barts School on Tuesday 13th November to play a football match. We
played well in the first half, Tino nearly scored a goal after running the whole pitch with control of
the ball but unfortunately someone from St Barts seemed to come from nowhere and slide tackled
him. St Barts managed to score 2 goals by the end of the first half.
We played better as a team during the second half with better tactics and good defending but
St Bart still managed to score another 4 goals. Making the final score 6-0 to St Barts.
Mr Dyall said we all played very well and overall we were pleased with our performance .

Maisie’s Dad Visit
Maisie Yeomans
My Dad came into our class because he is in the Army and we had been doing
projects on WWI as it was 100 years since WWI ended He is a Corporal now
because he has been promoted. He flies a plane and drops supplies out of the
plane to the people on the ground.
He came into Year 3 class on Thursday 15th November to talk to my friends about
being in the Army, he showed us some army trucks on the white board and told
us all about his uniform and different helmets and how he wears them and why.
My class liked him telling them all about the Army and about his job, it was very
interesting.
I liked my Dad coming into my class as I am really proud of him.

Comic Relief
By Evah Green
16th

On Friday
November it was Pudsey Day so we came into school
wearing our pyjamas. It was great seeing everyone in their onesies
and pyjamas. During the day we had a cake sale, I had made some
brownies and cup-cakes for the sale. We also came into the library
and put our loose change on a picture of Pudsey.
It was a great day, we had lots of fun and raised a grand total of
£1,545.69 which included a generous donation of £1,000 from a
pupil’s family to help Heidi buy a new wheelchair.

Sergeant Stubby
By May Garbett
On Monday 19th November all of KS2 went to Cineworld at Bentley Bridge, Wolverhampton. We
watched a movie called ‘Sergeant Stubby’, which was about WWI and how it ended. It was actually a
real life story.
There was a homeless dog called Stubby who used to hang around the soldiers when they were
practising. One of the soldiers gave him a large biscuit and Stubby was soon welcomed into the
regiment and started to follow orders, he became the regiment’s mascot. When Stubby’s new owner
went off to war, Stubby sneaked on to the train to go with him. Because Stubby was small he could
get into places that the soldiers couldn’t.
Finally the war ended and Stubby and his owner went back to America to his family.
The film was sad because there was a lot of fighting and deaths but was also happy because the war
had ended and Stubby was ok. Stubby went to 17 battles and was awarded 4 commendations, he was
given his stripes and was made an honorary sergeant.
It was exciting going to the cinema with all of the juniors and being able to eat sweets.

Netball Report
By Amy Skitt
On Monday 19th November some of the Year 6 netball team went to Uplands to play our first match
of the season. Luckily this school has a court marked out ready to play on. As we don’t have our
netball court marked out at school we felt they had the advantage. Uplands beat us 1-7 with Amy
Skitt scoring our only goal. We did well considering all the Upland’s team seemed a lot taller than us.
It was a great match, we all played our best and enjoyed being part of the team.

Netball Report
By Bethany McEwen
On Thursday 22nd November some of our netball team went to Woodfield Primary School to play a
netball match. It was our second match and we lost 1-7 again! William Morgan scored our only goal.
Woodfield were very good at intercepting our passes, we still enjoyed the match and gained
experience as a team.

Indoor Athletics
By Betty Blakeway
10 boys and 10 girls were chosen from Year 5 to take part in an indoor athletics competition at
Smestow Secondary School, ran by their young leaders.
We went into their sports hall and were split into two groups and we
had to go to different sports activities which were set up around the
hall. One of the groups had to jump over hurdles and run in a circle
while the other group had to run to various coloured cones on the
floor and if they chose the right colour they carried on, if not they
went to the back of the line. The winner was the last child at the right
coloured cone.
We were competing against four other schools. There were lots of
different activities that we took part in.
We all had a great time and it was fabulous fun taking part and getting fit at the same time.

The Pied Piper of Wolverhampton
By Shanell and Erin
Before it all began, the play was just a few sentences on a piece of paper. Mrs Birbeck-Simpson
was kind enough to arrange a drama club that all of Year 6 could attend if they wished. There were
many volunteers for this activity. (Over half of Year 6!)
Mrs Birbeck-Simpson rewrote the Pied Piper story for us to perform and called it ‘The Pied Piper of
Wolverhampton’ which was about rats taking over Wolverhampton.
We all auditioned for the parts we wanted in the play and most of us got the part we wanted. We
practised a lot at home as well as in our drama club to make sure we knew our lines. Soon enough
the play started to come together and the day of the first of three performances arrived.
We all had costumes to wear and the rats had their faces painted as well, which was a bit weird at
first but after three performances we were used to it.
Years 3, 4 and 5 were the choir and also had dance routine to perform in the play.
Before each performance we felt nervous but really excited, the nerves soon disappeared when we
got on to the stage. All the performances went well with only a few problems which did not spoil
the enjoyment of the play.
Being a part of ‘The Pied Piper of Wolverhampton’ was an amazing experience and we were all very
sad when the performances ended.

German Market
By Anamaria Columban and Lydia Smith
On Thursday 13th December, Year 6 went to the
German Market and the Birmingham Art Gallery.
When we arrived in Birmingham we were split into
different groups so we could go around the market
with a teacher. All the stalls were brightly lit and very
colourful. It was very cold but luckily we were all
wrapped up well. Going around the market was fun
and we enjoyed buying gifts.
Then we went into the Art Gallery to have lunch and
looked at some paintings from the Victorian times.
Most of the paintings we looked at were of working class women with their children. The women
looked very manly, this was because after starting to paint the women for the picture, the artist
would have to paint a man or a boy as the women had to go to look after their homes and children.
We enjoyed looking at the paintings because we liked trying to find out the meanings and stories
behind paintings which was really fascinating.
Overall our visit was very enjoyable and informative.

It’s A Baby
By Barney McBride and Ollie Thompson
Infants and Nursery did a play called ‘It’s a Baby!’ for the rest of the school and our parents.
‘It’s a Baby!’ is about when Jesus was born and three kings came to give him presents and the
angels rejoiced in his birth and everyone celebrated. Year 2 played all the main characters and the
narrators telling the story during the performance. Reception and Year 1 children sang some songs
and did some dancing. Nursery dressed up as people from the Christmas story and sang ‘Away in a
Manger’. We practised a lot until we all knew our lines, songs and dances.
It was funny when we sang ‘Inn Keepers’ as the song got faster and faster so the dancing got faster
and faster with the music. Our last song was ‘Hallelujah!’, which we sang it really loud and clapped
to it while the angels danced with pom-poms.
We enjoyed doing the two performances for our parents who smiled a lot and clapped really loud.

